


LOr

Ehlsls Ehmoreary
Fanhibym Aearife

PRI T T e e A
B, M sl

CO¥R DEGIGN
[HRE P LR R

ERHCFOEIR]L CHEEL
oo b 03

T B et TR B T

Zaor fine Ehawmm. (50, Somipha,
LoeFd Moed, i Db 10T
Ny AT -2 i

LELICTIRBTHT T LD TR P G TR P

Fr Eutimyrrelan i L
e, lebissnilc anar ARIT
FeEyirailinn; Bl kaee Congect
Serrrrala bris,
b EEd et Dibaiins, Mommrs Mt T
iz i i Mhidvmey 5 03 Do bess
il St Ples Delh | 1EELD
iitvbyemsalar Pisd B30 AT A B
TRLL 7 JaRIAsT Bl F0 10 NE 1
Bl i kil ar <o
[EL T AT [ [ TR T LR

H g dli b i o
' Rl =
(E) estod tadu

P Oiniing IIII...H'I'II:F’-I'I'HH i
Bharphkash, gas indprandul |,y fav
e wlall Godple Fog

Wahn wr Sinnmmd,

Sndnripien® |

Inkape

{ fear r b
3 Yuarn Fa il
1 wars PRio
e PR Al

Cdme Wiy

T 200 L LAARE Tommhiiers!

IF =1 forhes Cauntiiesf
# il ] frppn Al M1
[y TS

T TR L L] |||-r+rri' l'l-ﬁl!l‘:l‘Jl:ll-ﬂ n
Carwa uuginerri- v iy sgeeidal Baz o ey e KL L
1 i e T g VT BT e e e T e e ey T

{ i) PP P e o e st reendy ooy pEreed aoidin e b il nduiiups. Kurul dhaTed A0 ot e feipesiilite i

A st 1 1 e o o P e e | e G e e e v el Idelnthasi st renr e aewmmnehy samees' oo

Pt gt g b e g 11| B
wiml e A s e n & i

Kurukshetra

A Journal on Rural Development

Vol 70 No, & Pages 52
April 3022

CONTENT

»  Hursl Womnin: (ntegral for s Wamen Enlregreneurs

AatmaNirhhar Bharat bl Larneg 11
O Meatam Matesand
OF Tienia Sgih) S 1 s Nutrltinn and Mealih Uinbed
Ermgrewsrmedf
O Baiit=ily Jain Pady snd
e Nearcihia daln i

n  Woman Farmers
Charaniit #ngh L1

=« Tedhnalesy and Bevalopment
Briakel lale i
fkita Sizw b is

Wamen's Role in dal leswn hthvvinn
Vinl Mehojan 16

. Buniainable Tivalinaosd
Pan il Widlives a1

«  Finamcial Empowirsmant of Waman
Winhmu Sharm and
Or Yakrmem B Elias 47

i W By s e SO B e e s A ol s Thi e AU b paigapisn
22*{'::‘;”':':':!!"! i VIRKT b | PRETIRED o Rt i UL P | Fom b ot s o, ] iy P Misn gl Jo0im
k103 Tam v v ehumigd kb i e i e, UL W) T0y Bl Wil g Sl i, i, Sl WLt H‘I:hlll
R TN R Dt b s E By, & g g P 0 pman Bitdil B d nesise RS0 I DWT PR
= T et W i - AL Pplin 20 in Uywion, Flgom Hidail Hicm Raied, P, T b maid i Vb s P U RNEE r|_f'|'|-'l3-"|
& Bpparena BTk alajin b Borsen s FHE Gl P & WS Rimid Bomoifhmigili e il il mlr":] .'_'.1!|-3¢.|!
¥ amgeahiin M L Nadi L i 0w oem Bl B0000 SHilmeigsia Wesajaioni - bbduad @@ :l'l_lu:' FLEl
8 HH* i e i gl e el ot = Al P ow e = s ‘l'i Wisbe g @ plppka S gimill, Faind ":'.'Jl. F'l” = MEIN
& fuhgp 1 Pubie gt Tl ki e I, ] b e by ot e b+ 0 e L L B - DT TS SR3ELRN

1 AR ban B E P i D e b B e D Wi Maa il

o Bbpinelabiad | ks Lirel F il sy Presss & 1. R )im o
vl d el Lia jasd! | JS S L L AT IR [ T R A L TR L T 1] LU TR L] LN TS R TN T

il o, W T A, 0 e ey, el Bad - PYIRLL BRILID (sl ) )00 2l ]|

o Upantid] 1y ol piningt 1F ey m i S few Dve Pk o mmliins dne e e 10 pecitibeien o Hldigl

Uyt Pl bl eiey o e B rvprmemm ot B e gaieastilines Blidp il oo

R T T o DT TR Fim Faninny i s ond weidhs e Ukl it T



Taday, women are playing o cruclal role In almest every sector and hawe jol
thelr mark in the defence sector and palles services a3 wall, Women are capalile
dogtors and brilliant enginesres and successfully piloting the hy, Women, today,
=re brealing prevalent stereatypes and playing an impartamt role in making of
Mew tndia. The country has ever withessed historic imarovement in the sex ratio;

Femples comstitule obout 486 parcent af rural population. Thaelr
empowerment 1§ cruclal for the socigweconomic develepment of the country.
Tharefare, the Government of Indla hns started several programmes and Initiativen

0 ampuwer the women exzpeclally tlinawlli.rlng in'rursl parts af the cauntry, Ta

telebrate tural women, the.theme of thizs=sue of Kurdkshetra Is Empovereing
Rural Worien,

The article Women Farmers throws light uspon thie knmpdrtance of women
farmers in rural economy. W alwe brings to the: zpatiight the: Mahila: #isan
Sashehtikaran Pariyulnz (MKSP), The MISP wat jaunched with the primary
ohjective to empower women in agriculture and afllod sectorsiy ihaling wystematic
InvEStments 1o wnhiance thejr participation und productivity in agsiculture-

based liveliboods and bullding the capacity sroung sustainahis hatvesting, post-
hatvesting techninues for NTF s and value chain developmant through promotion
ol producer collect b,

The articin Sustoiabfe hivelMood addreszes the concept of sustninable -
livelihood for womean alipr thys

COVID-19 induced ensis has thrown Up’new
challenges far rural Indiol women and thelr participation rate In the rural
weothftree has declined. |t bughlights the impartance of eoimmunlty ewnership
and SHGs for COVIO-18 recovery, It states that the cRmmunity desigmed Iocal
lvalivaud programmes and collective efforts for thetr implemontation an be a
bl enzblor lor brlnging rurma) wemen together end con work wandery,

o conttiile pasitvely to 1l SOCIOLY, rural warmen psed
first, The article Nutritlon, arnd’ Mealth, Linked Empowerment delves lnto 1he
present heatth conditions of the rursl waman andl the ntarventlons gdone by the

ERvernment ta provide heallhfmutrition services ta wiman und tackle the lck of
awarsnozs pravalent inorural fidia re

earding health and nutrition of rural wamen
and thisr families

in he }nenlthv

Women Entrepronéurshlp i central g Sy Tountry 4 inclusies and sustsinab e
eLonnrmie development, They arern cognistd as the new engines of growth. The
artlcle Wamen Entreprensors statns that antreprencurthie . as an qmp;m;w:tin.u
mechanism needs-to be-Sirangthnned, cansldesing || provides the oppurunity to
have figanclal Independence. It pushes vou 1o decide how to spend the money
persanstly and lar the enterpeise, thirs Bving control aves the Qusety !u.a'dmh
o atonamic freedom. Tiis zlso playe 4 sgnilicant rale in ftanomic growth and
povarty reduciion i thi soclety, In order 1o tuccesd femali éntrrsp-rﬁrmun need
to be linancally empawersd. The arlivke £

anciuf Empowernione of Wamen lints
win i malar initlalives 1aken By Governmont of Ind|a g this repard In detzil.

Wewlsh our readers 3 Wappy reading, Stay safe,

_ﬂ Kurikthatra m Apn FUET



Rural Women: Integral for AatmaNirbhar Bharat
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pariry ol winse ol Neing. Bute al il wasmim el We gt iy wetva kit s astiinitiel 1l 348 m'."“,r s et 61 whiel
I pieeeant arn nngages! i agreen i sl ool saatun, By o finpet o] décinuraphie dividhed, cgeod whisnin mmguwssene
tan e o drepe bosed eunindo it Ton e sl piiterets I pendbsig o wni i el of w55 0 illoom angngmy Tor leg

vy 207425 oo mebikrwing UN- millennium goals by 7030

ow India;  wedor (e loadership o
honourable  Pelime 8instor Shrl
Narendra Modl, eovislens rural Indla
S AR aEsel laden wilh jiroal’ potentisl

N

ta speed up s eeanemile developmont and olu

vigld on delivering Sustainable  DBuovalopimem
Goats (DG, Looking at spree al rocent seherme
tarpeting weell-boing ol oaenl warmen ke O)jwaln
¥olano, Doen Dayal Antyadoyn Yoyuna, Botl Lpchao
Heti Tadhpo (BHBP) MNoviano! Health secon
and severnl other Inltatives - empowerment
of rural womoen séoms o be the hoast of o plan
to -mitaln dream el an Aatma KNirohar Gnarat
Dwelling dopper, most Uapshlp schoemos and
programmes al Goverremont of India are ol le€tod
1o improve rural wmmon's stataro 0 soocty by
eroptigt diverss  Hvellhotd opportun|ties and
ongagemonis 0 paid omployment,  Schemos
ke Primo Mibltess Emplprment Qoo o
Program [PMEGHE), Motlenal Livelilicods Mission,
peen  Payal  Upadhayoy  Gramesn  Kaushidlyn
Yojarma  (DOAGEY), (Prodban Mamiel Kagshal
Wikas Yojnna (PMEVY), Matonal Rioral Econdmic
Trarsfurmalion froject (MAETRE Poadhan Mantrd
Mabe Mandang  Yolhni [PMBVY] el have
eridprlneed 1k ernl ocosystom and Bgilipafed sacio-
ptangmic empoewnrmoiil of women it dnellis {Fatal
and Sothl, 20228 These mmehsures T o ied
aVERLEeSs fisr gecived o eelacmdion, |jn:1dllcl_|u'ﬂ
rodpiircosy eapacily Bulldlor skl thivaloprent,
healtheate  foelitles  amdl iversifiod  lvallhood
ofeptar inlbles sl benafichaey pelemas, Thesn
divvistopmi nitinthven acrass rural o sysiuins
fivwe. puisom e B 16 evitinl wenymen particlpation
i doeoll ettivitles and i el ouality el
“h_ Flesrstas, oW rin| rorol waitTren b whial te
boris] eeopony feod sty poverty allevlation,
el ey Jimpact ol elimiate chasie and sugnort in
el e U= miflenobum ol by 300,

i bel oy TR AR Jrxs e ————

Rurpl Women Partdcipation In Agriculture anpd
Allled Sector

i the lowt deeade, thede was ap sbaglute
Inerase 00 populidfon, primadly o ourbin anes-
Thir rural amdd wthan  popsifition rotorded o
2001 was 743 crore. and 286 crom reigsctively;
whilst In FOI1 i1 was B3 .3 crore and 37,7 oroe,
rospictively (Congus, 2011), At the wsme thme
wirkloree: pafticipation wate o wrban male
and tural male was at par whilt participation of
rurdl wamon wos significanly higher than wrban
womoen, In 2011-1%, workforce  pancigation
ratie for wrbstn male aned uelban female gre 325
poercent nd 14.7 pefient respsctively whiist rural
mialn and rural temule are 54.3 percent and 24,5
prarraint, eesputively [(MoSE, 2017,

I rural communies, agriculture and allicd
seclar ds the primary solres al byelihood of 30
pircent al &1 pconomically active rural wamen.
Thirty-1hrod  pafcent among  thom Canimiiule
apticultural labowre fopes and &8 percent sre
eelf-employed  [armdrs, Women arg working
mitonslvely In farm 2ctivmtles like productios
al major gralng, sowing, manure” preparation,
foitllizet/pesticide  spplication, seed T-E_rEﬂl"ﬂ'"
and weediing production, weeding transplanting
Uhrauduing, winnowlny, ste Alis, theyare engaged
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m allied activities viz, management of Ivestock,
milk tollection, fish processing, collectisn al fnan-
umberforest produce (NTFR), ete. Howevar, severs|

Impediments are Umiting productive capacities
ol rural wemen vz economic disparity, couplead
with low tevels of education, baing wunikllled,
tradition fimitatians, unequal distibution of we k.
Inenuality in average WaEEn, olc,

There has hekn @ sipnilicant defem|nlsatian
of rural werkforce in the year 2004-05 504 2011-
12 a6 female workers withdresy from agriculiure
wiark inlargo numbers (Chand ot &), 2017}, Detpite
the reporied decline, fomate paltlcipatian (s st
hlgher in agriculture [Bhogal and Kamal Vatta,
20HI). The traditional farming skilly AMOngEst faral
wamen bad hlgn!ul'u:nn_‘ny_h:ﬂped m eahanced {arm
produtiivity and lowered paverty any starvation,
Hence,- adontion of women-arientead
RrassrEets level with ensured sccess 10
swill devilapmient and opparnanities in

would Increase agricultusal autg
countries between

tulorms at
f2sblfRas,
agritulture
Ul In developi g
25 and 4 percant (F&0, 2011),
Mainstreaming Women Farmers

Concept of “Gendor Mainstr=aining  in

Apriculture’ was lald by the gresent Evermment
W encourape participation of rursl women in
2greuliure. The mission was propagyied to fnduee
dccesy 1o ongulng women-s-isntod sSEnernes and
TESOUIRE: icross fural sétups. Benaflciory-arented
schemes with special providlonu for rural wWomern
are- 2cgquainted by Mirmisiry of Aprleulinne a5
Farmers’ Wellare. Thesa spocial schemes gravide
for Stotes amd other implementing agonclas o
Incur ot least A0 percont expeflilure:sn WO
i‘.FIIII'IEi"!-. Alan, rtdsich plagrammog havs .h_EEl'I
conducied 1o undérstand he maler  bBarres
and ERps amongst womon farmers. The indisn
Countll of Agrieultural Ressoreh \heeugh ame of s
nstitute e Nationa) Regearch Centre lor Wamen
I Agricultute (NRCWAY kave Bsnn canducting
veveral rezearch programmes 10 lmpravee rurnl 1u]-
ups 3nd removis impedimenis for womon trgaped
in farming activities: Exchutive ressareh prolects
In aspeat of gander equality In: agviculture and
holtehold vonemy, management of constal upro-
ecd system, extension methods for darm women,
stantarelsation ol women specific field practices,
occupational heaith hazards, reducing dridguery
of women |0 agriciftiral aperations. oo friandly

pest: monagement technologies, evalustion of
interactive learning modules, et are undortakan
by RACWA With  pro-women  initiatives
percentage of femaie operational holding-in the
Fountry has increased fram 12.78 percent duting
201011 to 13,78 percent during 2015-16 IMinksiry
of hgrl:ultme and Farmers Wellare, 2019) Besidey
aptleultural prackices, studies hm.ge revealad that

rural worman are garning estra lntems rom sile

of produtts viz. dairy produces, dung cakes, egps
anel magt.

Evolving Rural Setupfor Wamen Em powerment;
Saloty, Security and Ease of Livi ng far =l

The status of rural wamen s qunlving
Unee the: inception of refoimy In area af rural
development. The schemes like Prima Ministayg

Employmant Generstion  Program {(PMEGH),
Watlanal  Livellhoods: wigsion, Daen Duyal

Upadhayay Grampen Kaushalya Yorana (DOWEGEY),
Pradhar Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yajan [FRIKAYY,
lell Bachas et Padhao (SBER), Praehan Aantr]
Matru Mandana Yojang LR || eto have made
Hanificant  comtributions |n frinrovieg  stitues
ol rural women In India at the gErnssronls evel

The setting up of skt Shaktt Kendras IMSK) ui
diskriet lpvel 25 provided sfety ond wocurity o
rural wamaen,

Alko, “Eae @l Wing™  Ted  woman
Stheowerment inftiatives hawe Been undmmh'};-nl
by the Governmiait af india 0 Improve well-Belng,
environimant and ||{e 1tyle of pieal wnmun.;uﬁd'ﬁ'r‘-
Itz augis, cleap cooking fuel and drinking water ks
provided ta all rural household thraugh tchgmes
W Pradhan Manti Uijwalo Yajsna (EMUVY ani
I8l Iewvan Mission, The Prathan

Mantn Lijpwealg
Yojana was faunched in m

8Y 2016 and pimed 16
priwlde clean enitrgy luel of Liquitled Petrolium
Gas ILPG] 1o B0 milison sural wWam
atudles tave shown that gl
EMUY  slpgnilicarntly

en i lhdis
the diméralong ol

inthincad  zanio-cronnmic
aspacts of women empowermisnt (Yadav 2020)
Usage of LPG was meant 1o replace (he uie of
lml:l!thzfl'u.mﬂh'y chufhes that chuses siskeral
heslth hazarde. Combustion of Bigmass  and
cibl iz eslimated ta haue cauled approwimatily
FADN00 premature deaths # yoar In Indla in 201E
IPiliarisentl er &1, 2019), Hence, thiz initiative
wodld help in radueing health disorders, Indoor air
pollution and dalarestat ian in rural regions.

- = _====_=h Kistubsheiry gl Al #0348



_ A flagship programme far Providing tap watsr
rannectivity to rural household was implemented
as Jal leevan Mission (JIM) under Ministry of Jal
shakti, The mission aimed 1o provide tap water
tannecfion to every raral hausehold in coontry
by 2024, About 101 districts, 1,159 blocks, 67,473
Gram Ponchayats and 1,39 366 villages have
achleved 'Hor Ghar Jal in the countey.  |n the
vear 2021, Telangana, Goz, Haryana, Puducheny,
Andaman and Nicobar 1dands, Dadan and Nagar
Haveli, and Daman and Diu have achleved 100
paicent tip Water coverage [Ministry of 1at Shakti,
20220,

Further, the dtive: for clean sanitation
facilities n every rural housshald was initiated
undar SBM () (Swachh Bharat Misslan-Grameen).
The focus of the mission was to maintain Dpen
Defecatlein Fres (ODF) babaviour and s6lid
and liguld wazte manapement Fof -clesh rural
environment, Theee measures have boosted seli-
confidence amangst rural women.

tn the recently annalicad Unlan Budget
21?22, Funds sHocation hss besn Incrested to
scilie wp these missions towards publlc health
and well-baing of people lving n rural areas. The
tund allocation for LM hos biegn increased (rom
Rs: 45,000 crore in 202:1-22 tor{s B4, 4000 ciare In
2072-23. Fol S8M (G), R=.7,192 crore bave:hoon
slloeated In bedgat for the year 2022-73 {Mipistry
af lal Shakti, 20221,

Salety, soourlty snd soclonconamic pority
are bmpoartait for rural womon Smpowcement. In
thig dirgetion, Mission Shakti, an umbtells schame
is implementad by ainlstry of Women and Child
Gevelopment. This schems includes selting =p
ol Notional, tale and Oisiriet leuel Hubs Tor
smpowermatl of womaen, warsen helplines, oo
stop cootred, Sakhi Niwas or wearking women
hostels, shakil sadan’s or homes for dastitute and
"[ﬁﬁil'hr-n-d women, crhzhes; et The An,p;.m-n'adl
Earvices are set ug |1 reral areas to provide health
ﬁruh:u. and to raise awarensss fowerds health
and nuteltion. Throegh National Rural Health
pission (NEHR L and Fulilic Health Infrestructure,
A p&rjm[;ie al six zarvices Is-avattable for pregrani
women, lactating mothess and children urider the
age of 6 years vie [} Supplementary Nutrition
programme  [SNPE (Il Pre-schoal ntan-fofeml
pducstion; (i) Nutrition and Health Education; |iv)

Immunisstion; (v) Health Check-up and v/} Referral
Services, FOSHAN Abhiyan, Scheme for Adolescent
Girls and Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana
are majer initiatives te address malnutrition and.
provide timely sctess to meternity facilities and

awarensss to rural worman,

To protece rursl women sgainst Violence
antl sbuses, Soxhi Centres ar One Stop Centres
(O5Gs) are estabillshed Lo faclitatle With & rarge
af |ntegrated services under ore roal such =5
polles facllitation, medicst aid, legal zid and l=gal
eeiintelling, paycho-secial counselling: temporary
shelier et [(Ministry of Womer zad  Child
Development, 2025; 2021a),

Skill Dovelopment and Entrepreneursship
Cpportunities for Rural Women

Participation of rural womaoh In workforce
It significznt for ceunminic development of the
capniry (MoSPL 2017). For this, copatity building:
and development of dkills would fe oruclal for
erezting butler llvefihood cpportuiiities far rural
women, Az per Imveut Indls [2022) eflective
FWErEnney penératinn EMpRignL Ge prarerHsile
Lo bridze the:gap between the availabie aptions
far vocetlanal education siind kil traifing. Thele
gwaraness CompEgns  may  encourage el
women th ept for pon-trditional professions such
a8 information and communicstion technology
{ICT).

several  Inkecmimisterinl  inidanves  af
Gewernmant of indla are focused on promating
women fafmars. to enhange: their Nivelihood,
soclal and ceonamie gEine. The Ministy ol
Apticuliure and Farmerd’ Welfare and Ministry
of Roral Development hawve been anauraging
(he paricipation of rural women fEmear throwgh
yirious schemei Tho Mahilz Kizan Sasnaktiharmn
Batlyifana (MKSP) s one al the majoe initintives
for akilling riral woman fartiors MKSP wal
introduced 35 a sub camponeat af DAY-NALM
[Decndayal Antyodaya Yojans — National Rural
Live|lhoods Misslon) by the Ministyy of Rural
Development. (|t 18 Implémented thraugh Stite
Rural Lhellhoods Mission [SRLM) across India.
Under DAY-NRLM scheme. tramings on use of
latess aprlculturdl techniques, agro-ecological
best practices, etc. are belng Imparted to
women farmers through ‘communily sssource
perzons and extenzion -agencies. Undor DAY-

e
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MWLM, aboul S8 795 Keduhd Sakli were bralnen
by % State Lesml Resource Perions (Winlry of
Apflcalturn and Farmoens Weltare, 2082105 Skl
trotningg cowrses e aprlewltire anl allles) areas
(ol mindmuin 200 hourd duration] are conductod
lar larmers including womaon farmaore Through
Natwonal  Trakebog lestinutes, Suate Apricultur
Managemonl and Extenshon Tralisirg [SAMETT),
Rrbshl Vigyan Komtros (KVEs) and State Apricuttural
Univarithes {8AUs), across the country, Apatt
from these, women farmor specilic tralnlng
propramimes ontomes ke haiselinkd lood socurity
by kitchen gardening and putriion gordening:
design and  devolopmont of low/minimum cast
ditt) designing and development for ligh tutiiont
officlency diet; minimisation of nutrient lods In
processing: procossing amd cooking: rural crafts,
Ml bie organised  through extendon bodies

(Ministry of Apricaliure &  Farmiers Woliare,
2021),

With the engagemant of Farmers Producar
Drganisatlon (FROY) and women Soll-belp Groups
[S¥E), community lovel SWargness an womsn.
otientiod programmes s reaching out to remote
rural regions,  Pradbpn Manto Saushal Vikas
Yojana [PWEVY] implemented by the Ministry of
Skill Devaloapment and Entregrencurship provides
saveral short durstion skill training prazronmes
tor rural youth and women to earn their livetibaod,
Slatyisix per cont of total irained cxndidates under
the Rurat Self Emoloymerl Training Institutes
[RSCT!) pragramme are waman. The NSET] provides
several kil tratnings on making ¢ homemsdg
Incenze sticks [Aparbati); soft toys, pepod, picklo,
masali powdar besuty partodr  management
and costume |Bwollery, ete, Under the RSET
scheme, 10 tralning courses out of the 1otz 6d
are exchusively for women cindidates, Under this
programme, about 26.28 lokh Wamen candldales
hawe been tralred since inception (Ministry of

Aural Dovelopment, 2023a).

Several  projects  pimed to genarats
pntrepranaurship opoortunities for ruml women
are telng undortoken By the Government of indig,
The Start-Lip Village Entreprensurtip Progeamme
(SVER], Implemented under Deandayval Antyadiya
Yojana—Natioma| Rural Livelihgods Misslen (DAY
NALM) provitdes sell-emplayment opportunities,
lianncial assistance-and tralnlng to greate |ocql
community enmeoprises. Under SVEP, shaur 7%

: —;

percait of the enderprivesare owned and managed
by womaen (Mintstry ol Aural Developmant, 20232),

Asa, d natlanwide placement-linked  skill
trolnlng program far rural youth was Initiated
as Deen Dayal Upadhyoyva Gromesn Kaushalya
Yolana |DDU-GKY), The Maohita Zhaktli Kendra
IMSK) develpped by Minlstry of Women and
Child developmont hss empowerod rursl women
through commumlity particlpation apd  mising
fwareness oh girl education, matermal chre,
health, ete:

Financlal Empowerment

The fnoancial dnclusion and nccessibllity to
banking through PFradhan Manted lan-Dkan Yojana
{PMIDY) has Doosted prospeécls of rural women
parllcipation n fermal sector. Jan Dhan campaign
hat trsured obeess e finsncial services e,
Banking; saving: and deposit accounts, remittance,
rec §, Insurance, pemion, & n oan affordable
manniat te rural women. Through financial
mclusian; tronzparent mogde of transaction and
timely access to Hnarsial services through direct
benefits tronsfer (BBT] are provided ta rural
women, Since the imolementation of this seheme,
A3.04 erore accounts have been epuped |0 the
cauntry. Further, thin constitute 55.47 parcem
2387 erore] wamen account holders and 68,69
peccent [ZB.70 ceorel are lan Ohan accounts in

raral and seemiurban areas [Ministry of Flrance;
2031},

Thls Timancial melusion has halged ruarsl
population to fight the crists during COVID-10
pandainic outtiresk with unilnterrunted accuss 1o
Hinancialaid. Cther initiatives fike Fradhan Mantd
MUDRA Yojana (FMY), stand-Up india Schems;
atd. Prime Minlster's Employment Ganarat|on
Frearamme  [PMEGE) are additianal suppecting
steps  towards  financlal  empowerment  and
mnirepreneurthip dovelopment of rural women,
Over pine crore women Fave bebefitted |aintly
::E]MUDTM and Stand-Up India [Ashish Kumar,

Conclusion

Rural transformation con bie sspedited by sealing
MR programmes for rural wemen's empoaermanE
5l developmert, stcess to education, healtheare,
sile A SPTur anviranment, uw'nnrﬁh'r;l rights, and
few lechnology can play a significant rote in improving
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lives of rurst women. Empowsring women famen
will enhanee agriculiure productivity ang help in
building an empovwersd mition
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Women Farmers

Chrereanyit Stngh

e MES® et Twnthad with the ptimory ahjective te emgawar wemen (s ogrfeolbgre ant uflicd 1eehurs by muking systemety
thyesimeniy 1o enbance thele pal Tk patime [I1|.I'I‘|IH|-'-II1[ m eprirultere-boted livalihoody ond huilding 1T Lapaciny aroomd
witeinehle horvasting. pest-hoivesting techniques far 8TFP% and value thoin develipmint through prametion ol prodeces

collectivgs

n 12 August 2021 Honourable Prime
Minister of Indla: interacted with the
Board of Directors of Ballnee Milk
Praduger Campany Lid, Ihansi, Uttar
Pradesh. Ha was pleasantly surprized to tee the
confidence af the women Board of Nrectors of
the company. Thin completely women owned
company 18 warking m fhe distriels of the
Bundolkhand region eoverlng &05 uillzpos with
more than 24,800 members. Their por day milk
eallection is more than 1,373,000 liters. Established
in 2019, ivhas paid more than Rs. 185 crares so far
to ity members; Le,, 88 prroent al tha turnover of
fts. 211 crores, which has been directly transmitied
to the Individual Bank accounts. Some ol the mpul
setvices provided to the members ares green
fodder promotian, cattle feed availability, mineal
misture avallabilivy, artificlal Insemination, ratlon

balancing programme, clean milk  production
braining, nfertillity camp, TMT test for mastlis,
and ethnoveterinary practices.

Mow Lhis company has Bunched its own ghee
urider tha "Balines" brant name. This clearly shows
rhat when worrsn farmers join kands then tha sy
fs the lim, This silent revoelution i& laking place
I Ahe tursl areas under the bannes of Deendayal
Antyodaya Yolona - Matloral Rural Livelihdords
Missiin [QAYSNRLM],

Launched In the year 2011, the DAY-
NALM alms to reoch out to 8-10 crore rura:
podt heuschelds by 2023-14, The: promation
of community ipstitutions and their capacity
buitding i+ one al the core compaenents of DAay-
NALM, The Mission aims (o0 mobilise one warmen
member from ach rural poor hausehald into Self
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Melp Groups [SHGE:). There are 101015 menibais
In. each Group. Tnese Groups are federated Into
Villsge Organisstions (VOz) at the wiilpge level.
Further, 10 1o 15 VOs are federnted into Cluster
Levet Fedaration (CLF]. The Mission bas mobillsad

B 17 crare warmen Inte 75 lakh SHESs so Tar These

aHG: have heen fedorated into 4.12 kakh V0=
and 32406 CLFs. These community institutions
provide 3 collective platfarm for Lthe rursl pogr to
ovarcome povarty through the scoess to linancial,
tnchnical and marketing resnurces, The Missien
provides lang-term support To: the community
institutinns and Lthelr members insiuch o way that
they diversify thelr lwellhodds, improve thelr
ncomes and quality of life, Some of the criticzl
Intérvantiang for the women farmers under [t are
on follows:

fiahlia Hissn
IVIKESP)

NALM recopnlisas that the poar have mullipla
fivelihgods and ane of the key components, as
envisaped in the NALM Framewark, & enhancing
and expanding the exinting lvellhoods of the
poot, More than 70 peicent of the roral poor are
dependent on sgricolture sithar 3= culticatars ar
af agrleulturml labour, Bestdss, Iveitark rear ng |
againa key Thelihood of the poon In Farest fringe
areas, non-timber forest produce (NTFP) s a maiar
livelihood of the poot who mastly beiong to tribat
cammurnitia

DAY-MNALK ekarted promoting fErm ealibeody
intervention through MESP The MESP was
[aunched in the year 2010:11 with the primary
phjective o empower women | agricultue and
allisd sectors by making syitomatle investmants
to ephance thelr participation and productiviiy
I agrleutrure-baskd livelilioodd and bullding the
capacity around sustaineble hervesting, poste
harveating technigues Inr NTFPL and value chialn
develepment through promoticn of  praducor
coliectives. it alio sims ab desuring auliition G
pacr st of the poor by focuriag snd strangthaning
the primary liealihoad basket of poor houscholds
With the learpings of Lhe MESR, the State units
of MELM expandsd their activities through the
Anmiza | Action Plans {AAR)

Under the MISP, amaund 2E.99 lakk Mirtiiler
Kitons [women larmers) have beEen covored

Sashaktlkaran Pariyojana

thraugh 87 projects sancrioned to 26 Stabedf
LITs sproead across 298 districts, 1853 blocks. and
33901 villages. Combining the progress under
MKSP and expanzion through the Annual Acton
F'Ia_n:. araund L&0 crores Mahila Kisoms' hove beern
covered across 30 States/UTs,

Fig“url: 1. Coverage af Mahila Kkan
Sashaktikaran Parlyojana

[ I RE F S TR T - T

wid i

Tre three broad focus programmatic aresh
if MIKSP are ((| Sustainable Apricultere (1] Non-
Timber Forest Produes (MTFPD and [Hi vielue
Lrmln Mevelopment, Llvestock interventions are
ihteprabed with both Sustalnable Agrlculiure snd
NTFP projects

"TII.|q||
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Sustainable Agro-ecolagical Practices

The primnry cbjectlve of the MESE LW
g empiwver women by making  systamatic
Iveutiments to enhance thelr pavelcipation smnd
productlvity; @5 alzo croate yustaingble lvalibhoods
for rural wamen The Wy ohjectives of the suls-
sehine afo- '

s to-enhance the productive participaton of
wamen i agiicullure;

= tocCrEabe spstEimanie ngrieulfurl lieelihowe
apportunities lor wormen nagricullute

= tooimvprave the dkilin and capabilities of women
in apriculture to support farm and non-farm-
bpsed achvines;

= pocensure food andd nutrition secdrity at the
lrousehold and the community level;

= ooanable woamen bta have  hattar Acoess 1o
Inputs and services of the goeemmaent and
ather agancias] bnd

women In agriculiure [or belter management
ol blded |verelty

@ R E———— |7 stihotr O gl 2004



Therafore, the major focus has besn on
impraving 00! health: use of Tarmer saved soss
with required trestmont and priming uking locally
prepared concottions; in-situ pedl and water
copsarvatlon; uie of aon-chemical methods for
pest and disease protection; Improved lvestock
reating; sustainable harvesting of NTFPs, eic

Thir resilkz Bave been phisfomanal, with the
adoption ot sustainable agriculture, improved
livestock management, sustalnable NTER enllisct| o
antd harvesfing practices; and mare impoectantly
E.'I'I-I|HE_|I'|_|'IE‘.I-TF|EI‘I the fderntty and sTaius o “farmer”,

The hackbone farthis successful interventicn
has besn ereatinnafa strongnetwaorkolcammunity
cadses az 3 part ol farm livelihood (nmEiventions
States are (dentifying 'livellhood  community
cadres fer sustilnoble agriculture, livestock and
MTFP. Thrre are 108 National Resource Persons
|MItRs} and 1,718 State Aesoirce Berynns (SHP<)
in place who-ersure proper siniog of the sbove
community cadre. Out of the total commimnity
cadrog created by States, a lotal of 1,26 |aks Krishi
sakhi (Community Resource Pacsan Agriculurel
Pashu Sakhl {Cammunity Résoliree Pérton-Animazl
Husbandry) and other CAPs have bean trained
through stapoarelied  training madules. Tras
cofnmunity carlrs - arovides F4x7 handbolding
1o the women farmem m the villipes, Thesa
interventions kave not cnly helped In restoring
healthof the goil, reduced cost of mputs bil have

atsphelped inamellgrating chaiepged faced due to
climate changes, Honhle Prive Minister of India'i

clarion eall an nstural farming gels perlectly well
with theze interventions.,

Tihe Minkstry of Agrieuliurs and Facrors'
Wallare has started hirlng the secvices of Krishi
sakhie for awareness generatlon o Soil Health
Card. The Ministry of Animal Husbandry anc
Balrving has atso signsd o Mol with the Minisry
of Bural Develeparent to tradn and. utilise the
serylpes of these Pashu Sakhls for their varleds

schEmes.

Valug Chain Development  Interventions
through Pramation of Producers Groups |PGs)
and Producers Enterprises [PEs)

s s apparent from the detaiis of the Balimee

Milk Pradueer Company, in the‘initial part of this
artlele, Value Chain Developmant iz an mportant

Fynskshetra B8 ApHl 2027 e —

farm livefihbod intervention which has huge
impact on the livallhoods of the rural wamen. The
basic objactive of this intervention is (o tupport
zmall and marginal rural praoducers 1o gel better
market access Through aggregation, procEssing
and markatlng The Intervention covers promotion
of the producers coliective™ iz, Producers
Groups and Praducers Emerprises. The Produgers
Groups are informal organisations that suppart
the small and marginal producers ot village level
through mggregollon opd  marketing Ly pearcby
market whoreas the Producers Enterprises. are
Tarmal arganisations who suppart for aggreation,
processing, valus addition, and forwird marketing.
The institutional structure would be hasod on the
gp;'m chaniiies gnd exlullng waps La thevalde cligin,

To provide ledhnleal suppart on walue
chain development undsr DAY-NRLM, NDDB
fiziry Services [(NOS) and FDRVE [FRundation far
Develspment of Rural Value Chainl hove been
recogmised 28 NS0 {NALM Support Organisations),
The NDAAR Gally Services sypports setting of
larpe zized women owned Producers Cnierprise
on dalry sectior whareas [OMVE supports othor

Farm and Non-farm sector, Tho Minlsiry of Aursl

Development inacallabaration with the TATA Trust
s setup this nen-profit section & company FORYC
at natiomal fevel. To facililate the grounding of Fos
smoathly, @ namber of profeslanais working 9
the finld af wslos chain have been engaged by the
POV

Till date a total of 183 PEs with 326 lekh
members lhave been oromated by 17 State Aural
Liveliheods Midsions: under DAY-MRLM. Further,
arpund 1.7% lakh Froducers Groups with 14.84

3kl members have besa promated und=r NRELM.

The present commodity porifolio of thess
calléctlves range From Dalry, NTFE, mango, glnger,
Fill-Broom, vegetanles, sezame seed, pulses and
malie te florfculture. The leey intervention is the
formation of Producer Collectives (Producer
Graups and Preducer Enterprises), based an
principle of mutual assistance, 1o ensure batter
degnamic returne to farmers Tor thelr fzm
produck through cconomles of scale, |mpraved
markat resch, beller atcess to funds, ete. Diher
interventions include — primary 2nd secondary
processing of farm produce, divect msrket lirkcage,
=he
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Household Level Nutritfonal Security

It has been observed in various survey's that
the rursl househplds, sspocially of the oo AIEAY,
are suffering from varlous disease ke ‘anaemis,
prablems In ehild birth, vtz. dus 10 malnutrition.
Tharefare, to promole suppl=mentsl  food
praduction smong the underprivileged and poor
people in the rural areas, DAY- MALM pramotcs
thi-small Mutrition' Garden madel with an alm
o improve nutrition zacurity and supplsinent
househnld Income. This intervention i unigue
as il promotes nutritional security snd raund the
yeor saditional income to the tamily, aptimally
using the resources avalleble to the poor farmer
household. In a recent vides cunferrnce daring
‘Arad| Kz Amrit Mahotsav' event, a member from
Miroem cummed up the impact of the INEErED Efon
beautifully. She staled that the Agrl-Mutr Garden
has helped her in ensuring good kealth of hat
family members during the COVID-19 pandemic,
85 pood and nutritious food Is svailable easily 1o
them now, This has halped her family In 1aving
medical expenditute also |y avaiding  falling
sick, Further, besides salling the estra food and

vegetables, she shares extra vepstables and lruits
with othar villagers.

Nutritlion Gardens can be established and
malntained ona smioll pateh of land with minimum
technical inputs, These gardons provide an hssortied
mix of vegetablas and frults for a considerabln
stretch of the year {o the rural resaurce-poos
fommunities: This aiko provides them with a
platform for ionovatians i supplemental food
production as well 33 an opponunity to mprove
thair livelihoads. Family labour, especiafly effarts
ol women, DeEcomes particularly important in
the monagemant of these gardens, Empowirnd
with reazonably minimum amount of skills and
nnowledge, these women members of rural
familles can eazily fight crop losses and other
negative implications, thereby making MNulriticn
Garden a profitable mitiathve. Besides, Lhe major
use of organlc farming practices males thade
gardens snvlronment friendly as well,

Various vepetablos andfrult tress sre selectod
considering Lhe pravailing food hablts and climatie
conditions of the area in which Nutrition Garden
s to be implemented, with the larger goal of
ensuring availatllity of wholesome snd nutritious

E) —

faod. Models have been prepared and shared with
the States/UTs prescribing oplmum use of the
lnd with climbers, herbs, shrubs, small treed And
large trees, ete, occupying different areas

Till 2aze, 29 lakh SHG housahplds have bigen
cavered under this initiative. Now, the thrust |s 1o
expand the Azri Nutrl Gardens 1o saturation ievel,
so'that all the SHG members may have Auillubifity

of nutriticmal focd 3t household [aviel thraughaut
the year

Custom Hirlng Centre (CHC)/ Tool Banks

The WEHG members come fram the paat
families, so they have difficulty in Accessing
madern squipment’s for sgriculture This nist
only increases their drudgery But also Impacots
praductivity from thalr small land heldings: Ta
address Lhiz Biue, women awned and managed
CHCs are being established, A Custom Hiring
Cantre [ Tool Bank is & atve-stop salution for farm
squipment neads af caonstituent WEHG members.
It affers agricultural squipment ar an stfordakble
rate on renl. A minlmum rest 5 mken to ensure
prapor maintenance of the equipments. Tha CHCs

‘are ot uniform 1 compodition scross the country

and are customined as per the Jocal agricultural’
reguirgmonts-of the' fellow women farmars and
the crops cultivsted. I the seglon The cllentele
Baze alio determines the quality and powar Inputs
ol the ayulpment. Howewsr, the fundarmenia)
objective |s to provide squipment which i women
farmer friendly, corteffactive, loeally repalrshie
and gould be dsed by a large number of farmars

The: primary users al the CHC/Tool Bank
belng eslablished under NRLM are the warmen
farmers who are also the SHEG members mobillsed
under the umbrells of DAVNALM, Howsver, the
equlpments are avallable te othar farmars {non-
members of womeén SHG) an a first come first serus
basis also. Tl date, more than 23,800 Cudtom
Hiririg Centres/Tool Banks bave been sitahlithad,
Thesa CHCs being sstablished in collaboration
with Agriculture Repartment arg quite pepular
in the rural areas and there & strong demand to
establish more auch centres, This tsdie to the fact
that the easy accessibility of farm eguipment's
has not only increased productivity of the fand
heldings of the woman farmers but alse increased
thekr resgect In thelr families.

Kuniksh=tra @ Apri M2



Partnerships

DAY-NRLM s warking in 2 large number of
araas. 5o, to strengrhen various intaryventions,
the partnership s belng snsured with various
Crpeft  organisations.  Accordingly,  Natianal
suppon Organisations (NSO play an important
tole in  bringing  dumain expertlie.  Contral
ailk, Board [CSEY |= wupparting Statzs ol Aikag,
Iharkhand, Maharashtza, Odizha 3nd Weit Bangsl
in_Implementing Tasar  silk based livelihonds
Interventions: Digital ‘Gresn ls wpparting DAY-
NRLM for IT enabled information disseminatien far
effective enenslon serviges, PRADAN it su pRETHNG
in knowledige management, ientifying wiccewsful
feplicable  models, cspacity. building.  Yasar
Bevelopmont Foundation as M50 & supparting
NELM and States on Tasar bosed livelfhoads
interventions. Further, with the focus on up
scaling liveliboods Interventions, colliboratian
of the Tivil Society Orpenizstions |C5s] Is slsn
belnp ensured, A Mall has been signed hetwesn
NALM, Bepartment af Apriculture Ressarch and
Education [DARE] and Ranid- Rural Community
Arspanse (RERC). REAL Is & groun of miore than 81
Not-Govarnment Organlsation partaers, & Mol
hat been signedd with the Indian Institute of Millat
Résearch (liMR) Hyderabad to address ehpacity
building azprcts in value chain develoomanl in
millet sectar Further a Mal! has alio been signed
with the Csntral Food Techmologicnl Ressarch
tnstitute (CFTRI} Mysome for tsaining and capacity

bullding in branding, pockaging, =1c. In food
proOCessing sector.

The = basic gulding  prineipla Belind  1he
program is thet "Poor have - strong desire 1o
come oul ef poverty amd have Innats capabilities
for daing the zame™, I strong Insthutians for Uem
are eslablished and ther capacity building is dane
through the community ts=ll, It s sestainable and
most-esfective. Dased off thils premice, the whales
atructiere of tha DAY NRLM Is buill. The resulis
of varlpus shovementionsd |nterventions show
that not anly 3HG membears are moving out of the
vicious poverty circle but they are alse helping
ather SHE membarz 0 move up the ladder af
develdpment.

The ather noteworthy achlévement af the
SHG members has been the ressponde 1o COVID-15
pondamic. The instilutional structurs of the

Kurukaketra B Apnl 2032

program ensured that the massage of prodmroting
awareness on COVID-19 preventive meatursas and
vacclnation among rural houschaolds reached 1o
crares Of rural househalds in 2 smnoth 3nd sffecthve
way, Basides-sepsitising the tommunity -=boist
LOVID-19 and removing vaccination hesitancy,
the SHGs hove produred 16,89,27.852 masks,
5,749,741 Protective Equipment’s, 5.13.058 |jtres
of Sanitizer and manzged 1,22,682 Community
Eitchens which were wet up for providing food
to COVID-19 affected community members and
migrante. They have olso trained more than 5.5
crofe SHiz members gan COVID-12 gravention and

adaption of COVID-18 sphroprlate Bebaviour snd
mbilisation for COVID-18 vaceination,

Ina nuishell, these remarkable contibutions
of the SHGs hold promize of the movemen
building more strength ond eharting a remarkghle
path during the perlod of “Amrit Kol whereby the
strong Impetus to growih of the country in the
rural areas will be led by thiese womsn.

(Fhe outhor v Joint Semetory  [Rural
Livelihood), Ministry of Rural Development. Visws

sxpressed are personal Emol: jeskills @ddugly.
gakin)
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Jiz= Women's Role in Jal Jeevan Mission

AT s by Vire Mahajan

Ia) bweven Misviun hes orearded tighthulimperionce o women ender the ‘Hor Ghar Jal’ progeammic Undar the progromme,
zvan of local leval the woman are smpawersd [ nat jus) ehengihang the tole played by women boy glse proyides womin
and young geely the spporiunity 1o coma owt ol The tour walls af ther komes tnfo pubbic speces ond wotk with confodency,
b, 1036 thu swral wamen whi ore tralved ta work a3 sitar quatity testur t pump aperater to the manager of the water
ulflity Ja the willige '

0w Women participation can fsad ta spread seross 629 falh villages |n the country anly
]

sucessalul linplementatlon ol weltsre
‘programiines is slearly evidant from Jal
leevan Misson. This Mitzien i ones of
key [nitiatives taken by the Goavernment of ndis
to ensure ‘ezse of Iving' for people Feaiding
i wiltages. Today, more than 8,24 crore rurpl
howsehdlds are getting puiable drinking - water
an regular basis. It is g result of countless eflons
made by wioman and vaung gifls in 3 pasticipatory
IMEANNeL

Hon'kle Primes Minlster, Shrl Narendra Med],
announced fal Jeevan Mission an 157 August 2019,
At that time. out of £9.31 srom rursl hausshelds

o

4,23 crare people: weore getilng water theoisgh

teps. Today, after relentless offorts: tap waler

cannections have been provided n 9,24 crore rural
hauseHolds, If wa talk in t!‘[_l'l"l-Iﬁr p-'eﬁ:a ﬂt‘ﬂ_!ﬂ'.th-lfl'.l.
mn 15" August 2018, |H_=.'I.h-ii'|- 17 oareant hores
hod Boeoah to tap water, which has now Increaysdg
to Ad porcent,

Vv warth noting here that this achieverians
Wik made.- =t 2 me:when the entire world was
gripped Sy COVID-12 pandemic. There were
frequent  disruptlons  and lockdowns  whigh
impactzd the: constroction and implementstion
wiirs afground, Inthese difficuls times, the central
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worked in partnership with
gath other and tap water
connechHions were provided
ever b orore rural households
ol which many houses arp
located ™ wvary  difficuly
mountainous region, whils
wome others habitation -are
covered by thick farest aor in
desert. '

The gim of ‘lal Jesvan
Mission’ Is to provides every

The aim of *jal Jeavan Missian' is
1o pravide every rural heousshald
of the couniry, no motter In haw
difficult terrain they are thuated
in, with adegquate top water of
prescribed quolity an
bosiz by 2024, Following
philosophy 'leave no one behing’,
the Missien Is ensuring thot fap
water connection |s to be provided
1 every family ne motter hew
poor, or to which marginalis=d
caommunity they belong.

Talking abtut  her
concern with one af officials
from lal Jegvan Bission,
an elderly woman namaed
Sewang Dolma smid, “it Iy
not eazy to walk on hoawy
snow  because  the  road
turny  shppery and thers
are many times when ane
could got hurt. The chances
ol tfalling are more i cass
of peoepls who carry water
filled contolners. But what

regulor
the

fural  household of  the

country, ma matter in how difficult terrain they ase
situated |n, with adequate tap water of prescribed
quality on regular Gasly by 2024, Following the
philosophy ‘leave no one-behind’ the Mission
Iz _ensuring that tap water connection is to Be
provided to every lamily nn midtier how poor, or
o which marginalised community they belong.

Far centuries, In every rural nome, the task
of fetching water, its slorage and mapapemunt lies
with wamon, 1t s the weoman of the house who
was resmmnsibile to got water from fong distance in
difficult clrcumstances. in arder 1o mest the dany
houzehold requirements, the mothers, sisters and
dauphters |n the family are farced to walk long
distance in dearch ol water, collect it and carry big
and heavy containerz oeck hame from the stund
phst, river, well or hand pump. In many, regions
sproad scrass the country, women have spent
half their ives in collecting and carrying water
Home 1o guEnch the thirst al the family members,
Thesefore, Inl letvan Misslon has gssigried a criglal
role 1o wormneh under the pmgramme as [Hey are
the anes whio benelit mast with tap water supply
reaching every rural househald.

imagine the situation in Gumia village pt
Leh, which l Iptated @t & helght of 14,000 fest.
The village s mostly cavered with snow. Women
here are forced 1o walk long dizstance an sHppery
rmoads and by lanes even in peak winters, Women
and young girls take muliiple rounds with water
filled buckets and big containers 25 they oollect
water fram the river. The sltuation becomes more
difficalt in winters, a& most water sources in the
vizinity froeze due to fall in temperiature.
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could we have done. In order
te guench. the thist of the lamlly members we
wire forced towall in extrerme cald weather, This
was aur daly routine” She went on to add, "in
our tegion there is heavy snowfall diring winters
stid the waather becomues extremely ehlily, As we
lve-at a very high altitude of the Himaloyan belt,
It was beyond gur (maglaation to even dream of
finding water in clozs praximily to our résidenésa
I spent my entire youth fetching water for the
fgmily.” Than thé pets smotienal and saps, *1 am
very gratefu| to Jul Jeovan Missian becauie now
i eur hamis, wae are getting waler through taps. 1
am happy that now my daughters will spend thelr
tme constructively by aither going to-sehaal and
studyleg ar learning new wneationz! trades ta earn
better liveliboad.” fust lke Sewang Dolmin, today
thousands of rural womenr have a dmiler story
ta share < the only difference  that Instead of
show clzpped mauntsme, the elimalic condizion
% replaced by dry desert or In cortain places by

dense forest cover and in yet other places by hard
rock af waste land,

Han'bile Frime Minkster while announcing the
mikzion, from the rampares of the Red Forl, spake
a1 length abput the ardeatl women faced:

“But st It is a Tact that 1aday almast hall of
thz howses in india do not kave drinking water
Penple have to struggle to get drinking. water
Mathers and sistars have 1o travel two 1o five
miles carrying the losd of water on thelr Heads;
Aclarge partof their lives |sspent in struggling for
water. Therefore, this government has declded to
omphesiie upon o spaciat tatk and that |s —How
to ersure availahifity of drinking water in gwory
house. How does every house pets water, pure

-—



drinking watar? And so | declare from the Red
Fart loday that in the days 1o come, we will take
torward the Inl Jeevan Mission. The cantral and
the state governments will jointly work an this Jal-
[eevan Miszian”

The Hon'ble Prime Minister envisioned to
end the drodgery faced by women and young
girle, by implementing the rufal witer supply
programme. As many households in villoges are
new getling potable drinking water through s,
YOURE firls -now et time to- attefid school and
educate themselves or learn new Lrades {or gainful
umployment which will add to their income and
tharehy Improve the family BArning s

In addition to end centurles ald drutgery
fwczd by wamen, Jal Jeevan Missian % also playing
an_important role n women AmMpowermen|
Todzy, women are playing an Impartant role jn
managenment of water supply system in villages.
In realty. It & 3 means to ensurs cammunity
participation under |al Jeovan Misslon, In o pe
to sngure regular supply of tap water, the Gram
Panchayats are directed 1o form sub-cammmittess
which are called the “Poni Somitr or “Village
Water and Sanitaticn  Committes’. Tha Pani
Samit performs a very imporant rale as they asra
responsibile for developing the Village
Actian Plan [VAP) thst detplls out the
water supply system to be cregted in the
Gram Panchayal (GP). Thay also ensure
that infrastructire |3 develsped in llne
with the-plin proposed amd sanctioned,
In rezdity, this Panl Samiti davelops a4 vap
torits village which will be in vogue for the
next 5 years The VAR is prepored keeping:
In mind the water souree avalshifity and
futurs water regulreiment,

Till date, 3.88 Jakh VAPL have bha=n
developed in the cauntry which has also
resulted in starting of the davelopmaent
work In thess places, In the G.5 lakh
villagas spread acrods the country, 4.7
lakh Panl Sorrti have been constiteted
20 far. In these Ponl Samities, prosence
of 50 percent womsn a2 membors
af the sub-commitiee is mandaiory.
Proportionsl representation 18 given to
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes in
thess Samitic based on their population

TTE\' —

pEfERMIgE In 2 given villaga. In many villages the
Samiti conzists of 100 percent women membars,
and they are successiully carrying out Wwiates
related- activities n their ares. Through thejr
wotks the Pani Somitis are setting forth esample
which needs to he emulated in ather Wiliges as
well, Poni Samiti slzo ensibes that the directions
are praperty followed as laid down by the Missian
i its-guidelines, This o & move to ensure that
drinking water does not remain a facility for a few
selected people but s made avallabie to ench ang
Gy person.

After  creation of basic  wiater stipply
infrastructurs In the villages, the wark' af Pani
Samitls k4 to stark Funictioning as o 'public utifity”
Thie role played by Pani Samiti undsr the water
supply systEm s o ensure s operation and
maintenance und carry out any minor repair
In cate of breakdown or zemall leakape, ote. 1t
meard that the entire respansibllity of froulding
water to the villagers liez with the Ponl Samiel,
One impartant mearlt of lal leevan Missian iz thar
it not Just belleves in developing wates supply
Infrastructure {llke canstructing water tank, puma
house, pipefine and taps) but more imporiantly
on maintaining the water structures develppsd gn
pround so that It functions properly in the lang-
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rury, It Focuses: on'-service
defivery  so thal  willagers
et tlean drinking water

In adEquate  quantity  and
guality on regular basis with
requirad pressure,

i the achievement
of  these Vilage Action
Plans and Pani Samiti that
ey 924 cromm homaes
are getting <lean tap water
supply, Inorder to gulde the

members of the Porr Somiti

and provids them with niti

After craation of besie water
supply infrastructore in the villages,
the work of Pani Somitis s 1o start
funetioning as a 'public wility’. The
rale played by Pani Samili under
the waier supply system (s ta ensurs
its operotion and mointenance anel
carry out any minor rapair in case
of breohdown ar small lrakoge,
gtc. It meons that the entire
responsibility of providing warer

to the villogers les with the Pon
Seamiti,

Hare, (1 is important 1o
thare the information, that
under al leevan Misslon even
tha povernment departmant
conducts water quality tests
once or twiee In G ymar The
water samplad from sowrces
anvd delivery points are testod
and the findings, from across
the country, |s uploaded at

WONIS portal, 11 1§ o miowe
towards  Iminsparency  so
that the public 3 well &

dWware-ircaze sny regdularity

handholding sapport ab the Statedevel, in every
ditlage  tmplementing -Support Agercies {1SAz)
pre dnpiped. The sim s te saplain the roles
and respanzibilities aszsigned 1o the Pani Somin
sa that In futwre they can corry out the tazks
indepemndantly, ial Jesvan Miaslen slie 'prmﬁ-:]u
training 1a the officiaiz gt Panchoyat, disircl and
stitt=-|evel, so that the Missionand 15 wark 12 nat
just limmited to supply ol drinking water but extends
bevond - and provides egudl altention to water
sapree strengthenlig and water conservation, it
i beingl ohuervad that-zince fal jeevan WHsEion
came bete belng tn 2018 the commmmity a1 ¥illaez-
@l Fasstarted sppraclating the decluans made
by the Poni SomitifGram Panchayots as they
have beoen desigrated a4 the custodian of waler
supply infrestructura. This move has-gone 2 iong
way In developing “respomivie und e prnyible’
leadeiship at villuge Tiyved,

Undar lal iesvanMission, therual households
rave not just provimoned pdoguasto wotor [53 Hire
p.-;r porsan por day), but alte ensured that the
walar supplied j= of prescribed gquality, I8 meansz
that In over 224 crare tural households the water
supplied s al specified quality and people cin
consumie the water directiy asis available in taps.
To ensuri the guality of water suppiied, 18] lesyan
Meziaon has set up jn every village, =:5-member
W CTTATY led- Surveillance Committee. The wamen
in this committes are trained 10 useé Feld Test
Kits (FTKRs) which 1= 3 device to carry out water
sample testing. Time-to-time, the sample of water
jg eollected fram taps and water sourees. Today,

over 9 lakh women are trained across the country
to carry out sunll Lests.
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s notheed, 1t glse belps i inlteting mmsdiate
corrective  actlon wherever the situstlon o
damands. This syrem also uploads the findings
draum through F1ics and depirtmental raports,

Thera are over 2,000 water guality testing
labaratarien in ' the county, These daborstories
are now open for public where any pemson can
wilk [m with hisf Ger wster sample anid got 115
guality-tested al vy nominal rates. At the sarse
time, ‘portable water sty divices' have been
daveloged which bielps 1o test the watsr supplind.
Thﬂ_E_dE'ﬂCf.":l will e madeavailabie in the market
vEY soan 11 nmyone and ekzryone 1o uie.

fal leevan Mlviien has accorded rghtful
impartance 16 women uhder the ‘Har Ghar Jal’
programme. Under the programme. even at iocal
lewel, the women ara smpowsrnd. t pot Just
sArongthens the role playod by women but glsa
providat wamnn and young giris the opportun|iy
o come outof the four walls of thetr homes [nto
pubille spaces and werk with confldsanes, Naw, [t s
the rural women who are troined ta work 3z witar
gquality 1ester o pump operaiar 1o e managar of
the wister utility in tha villsge. This work Ll now
vian carried out by men but now in many villages It
It the wWormher or the youny fgirh wha are working
2E-3 fAwer or o pumb cpefalor etce and taking

an the rEapomsibiiity te alipply waler everydiy
without-fzi in tha village.

Rashma from Umaria 'vilpge tn Madhys
Pradezh iz ane such women whose hisianil works
3t & shep and she ks a tralned plmp operatorn Her
lob helps In supplementing the family's inoome-
In the same digtrict, |vas Ralkha, She s from
Ahurmita. 3 tribsl dominited village: She is sotting



an ekample Tor ‘Gthis 1o follow because every

o nirgg dhee travels long-dstance from Ber villa a
and oporates the guimp.

G. kalo, o S0.yenr-old woman from Vallam
villape ol Yellors distHes In Tamib Mady atso wirks
% A punip aperstor and ongures timaly supply
ol witer in the Village: Through her rarnings dhe
substantially adds dn 1o the family income. 6. Eala
ks peobdly working and earning the rey pett of hee
sermmiliiity as she providos water 10 475 famnilies
i har village, wWith time she has oluo lanrmy
how o mary aut minor mepain which e greatly
Appreciated by the villsgers 45 shecun addrass the
senall problems which oceur on regular basis: The
community approciates and respeets the sardea
rendired h\_f > Kala for many years now,

By assigning impartant role 1 warmen, Jal
leirvan Mission is.working rolentiessty ensuring
Woter poclrity In villapee |t ultimatedy regules 141r
Ereating o water secure aation bocause Wty
wpply con neves he romplate witheut wazar
=urce strengthening and water consenation. To
Eniure conllnuous supply o water in villages, it (s
Important thal the sourtes ars made systainable;
Mong with source strenjfthening,  ralnwster
Rarvigsting s anather inportart stepin this regard,
Providing  detailed  infovimation  on milawater
harvesting 1o the communily 5. imporman),
Women play a:crucial ralein sensitisig the public
on such sociil awareness campatgng. Uhimatsly,
untur Jal Jeevan Mission, women ani young gl
afe mads purt of the activities relatod with water
consdivation ard wator . Sajired stronpihening.
Thay are imoegml part af any 150 compdlpn whioh
Hms o sprinil informestion, create awareness on
important themaos ard sonsifse Hie cammunity,
All tha mlidets aro targetod and hetp 1n making the
prcitram rmie o Jee Andobon. .

Lisisally, children are prone 1o wister-borng
divomsos 1F bs for this reawon 1hat undor il Ieovan
Misadpin, apeeinl prowduien | made Tar proviling
potalile delnking wiitor In scheoly, anpganwod
eentres and ashirpmsheias. Thivwillin turn reduce
this Lo of dispbtes assogfatod with consurming
undlean wator 1 will belp improse tho haalth
parama et amang childron and s lipal studints
With sunilalsiliy of sofe drinking wates, chiltdnen
wiil pow b abile to gpend ther tme and anery in
learming ared sducating thomselvos.

Accepting the importance of clean drinking
water for school children, |n 2020 4 campaign
wias lzunchad on Gandhi Jayanti thit amed 1o
reach every rural schoal, anganwadi CERtre and
piftramshale. with tap water cannaction, The
Statesf UTs want all out in iupport ol the spegis

exmpiilgn and have provided 857 lath (8282

percent} schanls and 8,76 lakh (7845 perTent)
Anganwad| centras With clean tap watar,

l:hil:ln_:n WrE mow relurping to schoals,
anganwadl centres  ane  ashrowmshalos With
Instaliation of tap water canneitlons, childres a1
eetting safe and clzan weater to drink. In"all thess
lzarning tantres, spocial attention i being paid on
Bruy watir management and raimwater iy rueﬁting
Spachal efforts are being made to teach childfen
anaul different-aspects of water conservation and
good habits with retpect ro Judiziouy use nrwut:r'.
LE".EH nlng good halis at the tendar age will heipin
bring|ng about babavior change among children,

They will ba the agents of thiz change arsurlng
wWater security n luturpe,

Wnder lal loevan WMission, afforts are being
made 1o eamplete the wack af develuping water
.'.u_pnly-' |rlfm5tr_n!|:tura: gt “$peed and scale’. The
Misslon ersures nperation and mantenance ol
:L-I*m watar supply inframtructure eroated (inder the
Araframme. Undst the programme. Jozal people
are shilled 2y pliurmbar, mation, electrickan, motor
machnmhe, [iiter PUMp Oparster, elc. Training is
provided 1o variouk staskoholders sn that thore Iz
e interruption in regutar fow of watet sugply. In
Vhis way Jal leevan Missian (s 'plé;.-m. A impartant

Il Juevan  Mlsalan iy Insmired by  the
FHJ-II?H_JFI"I'IF af I||'||nt1||'||:||:‘|ullia" wihileh mesns that
thiv peer Fnd margioglin s hosile [ the paciety
petl acoess to bawic nesids ke potabie top watwr
|.|'|I:I:I'l."|'.l'|' ettt 100 perconi tAD watas A
Tho et vesull of working on thix hilataphy bs
thist, sin sttes/ UTs dn the eountry have hecome
“Herr Gl fol” which moans that svery hauiehold
I hese willages hove deceis  tol tap s waber
connectinn. These sre! Goa, Telongana, Andaman
el Migobar sdands, Puduelierry, | iargan, Dadar
ol Magdr Havell and Diean and Diu. SHertly,
Panjatb Wil bhocome "Hior Glrar Jof® as' It ssands ot
H9,30 portent tap waler supply coverape. Thrp
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pthes States about to become
‘Har Ghor gl are. Himachnl
Pradesh, Gujaral and Bikar as
muore than 20 percent of rural
homes m these states he
seon provided with tap water
connection.

Ang with this, 1oday
there are 117 Scpiational
digtriets . the coundry
where tap water connection
coverage  has  Incredsod
froim 24.32 lukhs {7 percent]
at the time of leunch of
the Misston In 2015 o 1
Crore 41 tzkh (416 percent)
=t on date, There are B1
inpanese Encephalfi = Aciits

lol Jeovan Mizsign le improving the
lives of people living In villoges
in mony woyL Firt owpect iy thot
villagars are getfing cleon and
sofe water for drinking and cooking
within the hovishold and secondly, it
ansures "eain of living” which leadi
to healithiar ot well o3 hyglenic
living candifions in riral  arecs
Thirdly, end most importontly it has
ended the century old drudgery
where women are forced to walk
long distonges and fetch wotor fe
miet the househald noeds. Fourthly,
by, etauting community participation
ot villoge-level, Jal jesvan Mission
Is helping develop lecal leadership
thot & bawed on  Gandhiji's
philesephy of ‘Grom Swarajya’.

Slath step taken up by B
Mission v creation al new
employment  avenups  lor
rural people lwmng m roemole
willages, To mmintain  the
wiater wupply infrastruciuee
whilled workfore W nesdid
whi can regulsrly monitor,
gperate any maintain  the
wplems created under ihe
programmpes Touching  the
mark of 9 crose househaldy
with tap water [3 pat juw
» milesione But alio an
nbyjective which has put |ndis
on a3 plaiform where the
people are  detspmined 1o
achleve the fargets =81 and
fagve thin raveuroes 25 ]l ane

Enzmphalitic  Syndeame  (IE-
AES) districts speesd wcioss _
five states, where at the tme of the launch of
the Mission only R02 tukh [which is 2.6 percent]
homEs wirle getting walor through Gy but toduy
about 1 Crore 25 Lakh (41 percegt) househulis
have hear providad top watir conrection in (hose
distreits.  Provisipming potablc deinking ‘Whter
has pot just improwved the heaith purametens
of szpecially women and children, taf st the
sam= time reduced the wnpact of JT-AL5 0 thirin
diyyriety.

Fit b dvan Mission |5 |mprovieg the vies of
peaple lwing In villEges i MANY Was First nspact
i3 that villagers are gztting clesn and sale waler
far drinkins and cooking Wwithin the rowszheld and
secondly, il pniures eass ol el wtich beddds to
healthlar 2% well =3 bhygisnic Hving conditiong in
rursl wrene Thirdle and most impartantly it hat
anded tha cantiey ol deudipery whees wamen oie
toreed o walk long distances and fotch water 1o
mest: Lher houzahold needs. Fourthly, by ensuring
commminity partEipsian ot vill=sdeviel,  fal
leesmn Kitslin ls helping davalop kocal E=adership
that is bawad on Gandhiis philosapky 6f Gram
Swemra|ya’, Jul deevian Migicn 1s halping the country
achieve thie digam ol Gandhili. FIfth aspest in that,

the Mizsion is playing 3 crucial roie in fong-term
sestaipability of waltrsources. Efforts ar=dl rocted
vowards solld and lguid wasle monagsmunl so
thut the villages are free of lnter and garbage.

ther gerangth io reach thir gosl

There & o dearth
of Funds: upder Jsl Jesvan Misslan for the
implementation of the progtramm=. Durlnp the
13 \ntlnpandunte Dey culthration. the Har'bie
Prime Minigtar whie rendaring his speach from
he ramparts of the ed Fort an 15™ Auguill 2008
dnrounicod that mare than fs, 350 kh crorm has
Bean cottra fad for (bl wiater supply programme.
n adSition to LIS amoumt, undoer the T57 Rnuhcs.
Commisslon, R 142 lakh erpn= at bemy gllocatzd
a4 thed gramt for carrylng cut wandr and sanitation
ratated uclivities in this woy, ampe fundi are
avdllable tor the Miesion, Al programmes Under
tha Mizsion are being implemented & partnarship
with the Siates/ UTs thare |8 =nough human
resulreE avaiiatie 1o carnry out the work inthe field.
m this way the Hos'ble Prime Minkter has laid
down thae road map for sisceustul lnglamanketion
af the programme with tha molio, ‘Safko Saath,
Sebin Vikit, Sablo WVshwas wir Sehbdo’ Proyas”
Wamen arp playng 3 crucial rali in this mifistive.
By assiEning Imeormant tolEs to o women under
the water supply programmas, ratiea recoghlses
the wwifines and efficieny sorvice mndared by
wamen, Thin v » tree swrvide lod the colintry as
wa coldebirulo ‘Amnt Mobatioy upan schinving 7%

years -of conntry’s Independence.

fThe truthor s Secrernny, Deporment af Drinking
Water ond Sonitatmn, Mipistry of Jol Shako, Vews
evpretind ore perronel. Emoll; eecpdwe@nic. 4]
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Women Entrepreneurs

Frtif Lang

Enpawiremant and sutunomy of wnmen v oseeniiel fnr the SIEHIELTR
Inaven i Bay wonen ottt Gevernment hos fon up wilh

|ev edditiom i th cpm Wy biwilding premg i BULY BLINsY
bnilietiver. Eibrepamiinlip hae ohun o an o lan m
dameshit, sockod, putificn| mig eeattnnbe il Hower, the |
el ienty targets wi gei ietling lor oyreelues

waidel entieprene i ip T||H|nrn-:n.lllunql‘hﬂning
taliaet aned inclisien tauniry.

I linenen snd martocahly progroms bave beey
muby toempawar the womuntolk 1o make deesiyny regering thai
et 10 stule these bnitnlves is immanse eyl
o Bdbuntey and more importonly treeiting o
the woman's righty pd eppartanijuy

duvelnpment and senmomie growth of

the iy, I
varioes schemes and initintivag wpnnheoly §

or wamnigif gk
&1 tha rore o ey

eering the et
tonduzive aretystem ]
i% o esieniial Uep towends n mare

Mpowerment has besan at
ol discusslon for i

and s spen 35 form
confidence natied
of power-shating and declsion-making. |t has bean
aefined through varisus prises ol Indleidugls
and socleties’ political abchal, and  economie
conditioni. Therefare, (he palicy chanpes which
hove come oyar A petlod have had the Idep af
TMPAWErmANL ot the core of their poficies, Thi
demniratic Arecesios have ployed an fasentjaf

s b1l axtenzivaly:

Al the moament we
1ol

the contre
long time now
of strength and
hrough the exerciss

E

rale in addressing  thege
however, we zre still 1a fo
have |ustifiable syRtams in pl

Women have bean gt the pivers of ths antire
Empowermant discassion, Imespective of thie
geggraphy, In most regions Elobzlly, thoy remsive
leszey education, |ezser YRportunities and face
many hurdies |n achigving soéial, palitical, and
Bohamlc autanomy. The fact of the matter |;
wamen are the huilding blocks of &-nation dnd
Lssential far sustainable devalopment that be
4 oo, eeonomic. or raliticel sphere in the
countey, With the-advent of modorn thinking and
teehnaloplicnl adva nees, the dispa Mty Betweon men
and women remaing, The thallerges 10 this end
have boen innumery ble; thair unde meprEsantallan
st the varlous loyply of dnr_iaiun-rrl.';l'-:lhg_ societsl

Fressures gngd Urirecognition
al thelr efforts and
achievemants gre SOme stark

realitles  of todnys  world
order,

Though there has been
partlcular  progress and
SENMNEnt empawarmpnt of
Wamen, thers g I5 much
Foam for impravenane
In  sociaijes for  women's
gEnneme and palities

PErLUEpdt an Ao, we have

often bean sheaking abgut

the rale of wWomen's financia|
Independenge. lnading to
their PArtaking. In HE:J:-;Ei:_{riq
tight from  their persanal
lives 1o their. homrss simd
sociely, TTlEr-ET_n:_'E.--_'-,'i.-fEEmEH’l
stonomic freedom . ic I

of the baslc bullding Llpeks
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of the aspirational soclety we
intend,

af this
The ecanomic dispariy
hetween men and women has
also tiean brought wp by the
‘Warld Echnomic Farum report
in 2019, which states for avery
dalizr a man gets paid, 2 woaman
am average is pald 84 cents,

geography,

The old percaplions
of  family  responsibillty
an  womenfolk pose  an

overwhelming challgénge; the

patriarchal ottitudss restrict  the country.

Women have basn of tThe pivar
gntire empowermont
discussian, Irrespective af the
In mast
globally, they receive lesssr
education, |esser appartunities
and foee many hurdles in
‘achiaving social, politicol, and
aconomic outonamy. The foc  the

af the matter
the bullding blocks of & nation

and eszential far suutalnobls
development thot be o weial,
stonomle, or palitieal sphere in

i wWEEmEn

As wuch, entreprensurship
as an ampowering mechanism
needs to be strengthened,
concidering {t provides  the
opportunity to hove financial
independonce. It pushes you
to decide how 1o spend the
money  persanally and  for
entesprise,  thus  ghving
control dver the assets leading
te  gronomic freedam, This
also plays a significant yole In
econamle growth and poverty
reduction:  In the - soCety
Despite many -alforts- by the

rglons

are

women's duties W domesiic
snd famliy work, this greventing them from acting

inife pendantiy.

A recent ruport pubiizhed an Larch 2022 by
the World Sank, "Women, Auziness and the Law
072", Tocuses swplicitly on women’s seanomic
ampowerment aad Invalvement (o the budiness:
According to thisreposrt, “nearly 2,4-Billlon woirmen
al working xpe warldwide still ars not afarded
wjual scanemic bpoartunitios lust 12 Bconnm|Rs

~spare 108 indicating that women &7e of agplied
tegal standing with men acToss all areas. The most
persigtent gaps romain in tho areas of Pay and
Parenthood, demeonstrating Lhiat rmany oconomies
Fave yet to remova restricticns ar nlroduce the
pood-proctice legal rights and bendlits ldenl [Tt Ad

the report lurthet szatos, "Women earn anly
vwo-thirds of men's espocted Tiefime Income
tharstore, reducing the Inegualitiassin weconamic
opportinity that could close this gap may lead
fn epurmaous benefits for the warld iWwndon et
- 2020), Dlsicriminatary practicas nat enly hole

w-nITH'.-H hack, but alzo. impeds urgan-ﬂ!lbﬂr'
productivity, as they ar= assoclared with lower

letels af sales and labour productivity. (Hylond,
latam, and Muzi 2020)."

In India, gendes cquality iz epshrined in the
conetitutinn and grants eguality and empawerns
thir state fo adopt mgasures in lavair of women,
The Governmert and lts policles kave hod the
smpowerment of womel 81 the core since fts
filth flve-year plan 1974-79, consldering the role
\wamen entreprensurscan play In tha development
af the gconamy of the cauntry.

povarnment  and  varibus
polley. Jevel decisfons ntestiviiing  wamen
entrosreneurship, The women's entrepreneirial
casacity has not been appropnately Epped. Men
malaly dominats the business: however, we havi
spen ap increasing number of success slori
coming fram the wemenfell in the recent pist.

waman Entrepranesyship s cenlral to any
coutitty's Incluslve  and  dustainable #torcmic
diuvelepment. They -af= cecognized =& thn naw
enginos ol growth, Howsyen (Lsignifieantly impacts
the wrban cantres and tha rural populatida whers
thi patriarchy affects: The Sixth Feonomic Census
ts thie mast cited dats n the Blemiune on Wamnn
Entreprencuiship In India. It reveals that oul of
ifve 58,5 million Busineszes, only .05 miliian were
awied by weman, which s 3 mere 13,76 percent af
wamen amang the tolal pumber of entreprencins
in india, As per the femate Entregrenéi rship indes,
ol of 77 coluntries covered, india ranks 70", And
as par the Augoss 2019 report of the interpations!
Finanve. Corportion; Indla. tanks thisd among
ColnTrizs repailing gender faos In businesa

Therulare, the nead to accelerate womien's
entreprenedrship In the country is immanse. And
thls muedl be in both the quantity and quality of
the start-ups and enterprises estublished by the
womenfolk, The l:-up-u-tltv~h-.1'-ldirrg programntes
inn flelds llke mearketing, operfations management,
quaiity controls, and financial management are
|ust a few 1o mention. Ineressing thelr access to
eapital =nd various forms af fuhding would make
[* asiar for them to st2etyp and scelio-up, Most
impartantly, support durlng the pregnancy and
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alther beaelits sboul cHildoare
€an cregte | supporive work
emvironment  for  tham 1o
thoose epntrepreneurship 22 0@
coreor choice,

Entrgprendurshipisgender
#gnostic, and a tundamentsl
approach for any governmant
‘ta push for the overali economic
development af x country must
be gendar-meutral, Therefore,

The nead fo oocelerate
woman's -entrepreneurship In
the cauntry I8 Immanss, And this
mutt ba In both the gquantity
ond quality of the stari-ups
and enterprises =stablithed by
the womenfalk. The copacity-
bullding pregrammes in fields
like morkeling, eoperations
managemant, quality controls,
and finonclal manogement are
[ust @ f2w 1o mentlon.

mEny state governments havs
rolled out their plans for them
The Women Entreprensurship
In Indis |5 recewing a three.
ter boast taday, which can he
maenly chammctorised In' the
fellowing,

1. Sell Help Groups

2. Waomen-Led Erterprises
3. Women:led Stari-ips

the need [or  womenlolk

In Self-Help Growps, rurs]

to be fully participative In this fieid becomes
e lmpanant. Comsldeting she importance of
promoting women's entreprensurship inindis,
the government has continued to puth forward
varisus policies ond schemas:

Entreprenaurzhip comes with lts owm set
of challenges for both genteri. Howeuen, {he
:J'iHIlEﬂHHfErWmmawmmemgnilltml Thevare
eanfrontod with societal prassures in most regions
i india and globally, Accessto linance is limited;
haveg¥ar, the Government of Indis [y cregtad
an ambit of new schemes in Indis, Addiionally,

mpowering

eRirepreneurs

wimen are engaged in small-
scele  entrepreneurship programmes  creasted
with tk= intention that the joint affarty can be
miich suceessil In overcoming vorious obstacies
faced by the jndividiuals, They are esually
voluntary groups with imilar backgrounds snd
purpases. The memberz typically wse zavings,
tredit, or sucial invglvement to support their
enlrgprenparial ventures. Threues thess effarte
the self-canfidence leval of women i incregsed.
Their angagoment In small-smle entraprensurship
programmies with the help af S=i-Holp Groups by
which they are economically empowersd Prring:

sbuyl  awsreness amung  rural
| w—

Women sbout sivings, ed'i.rca—r.!:in.
health, svirunment, I:fr'-'lrll_ir[ﬂi‘sl,
famlly welfare, etc, 20 far, micra-
ohiferprise has greven 8 be
the best tool for rurdl woman
It enables them to add 18 the
family income and pravide f=mily
members with 4 better ifeatyls,
ineluding  edudation  for  tee
children and improvement of
family health. Mot Importantly,

pramoting entrepranet s hip
thraigh 4  mitto-antarprse
\1';_% ﬁ!}ﬂ eppraach  ugnificantly  helpy
il poverty emdication in the ruml
ﬂwp m population.
Yojana - NRLM HoVrevur, with the guccess
y BI% of tha ) ol thess SHG programmes, (U y
Cver 60% of tha ¥ Over F1.85 lakh praflictedt  that  Women-owned
account holders eniresiensss £
orore of bank EfsTRiE  over
S8 WOMEn ara women . emMarprlises cam gensa e
' credit L”mg_'[a’ 50-60 millon |obs by 2030
reR & Therefore; the fingntist reforms
-___A must come with & gender lens

@ =
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as microrenterprises |éd by womaens, parlicalarly
in rural tatups, face specific l=sues thot feauire
imteneritions such as digitol and Nnaneal literacy
programmes, handholding. for relinble market
access, and & more slgnilicant notwork af Self-
Help Groups |SHG:). The lack of aciass to formal
financing Institutions, coupled with o |ack of
coltateral for loans, oftan keeps wamen away from
entregrandurship wEpartunibies

I wamen-lad  Entarprsss e SUppor
fram the government has been snormous as
well, The Savernmeant ol Indig has glio initlated
vatioud Tlagship programmes  to fecllitate
womoen entrepreneurs, sweh of Stancl-up India.
The Stand-up Indid scheme alms 5t promating
ontreprancurship amonpg women end ST and
ST communithes, The system s anchored by the
Cepartmentof Finanoml Secnces (OFS), Ministmy of
Finance: Undar this scheme, bank ioans between
Rs 10 dakh and Rs 1 Crore te at least dne Scheduled
Casto (8C) e Schedulad Tribes (5T) bowrower and
at |nait pns woman barrower per bank branch for
spiting up 3 greenfizid enterprise. Thisenterprize
fay B2 I manufacturing, services, or e [rading

fRurgichetra I Aapn AT

sectar, In the case of non-individual enterprises,
ot least 51 percent of the skarcholding and
cantrolling stoke should be hold by oithor an 5C
al ar & woman entrepreceur. 50 far, as per the
figures avallable, 81 parcent of bensticiarlss ol
thit scheme npe waman entrepraneurs,

MAnother nitlative by the
te provide markseting - support
Eptroproncurs 18 Afahila eHaal, an eanline
markeling  platfarm to support Wwomen
antreprensurs. Theplatform offers sn oppartunity
for wamen entreprensurs to leverage technology
for  showeasing  products  manufoclured by
them. For the facilitation of buoyer and seller,
the phetographs of products, descriptian, £osl,
sntd mobe number/address of the producer are
displayed on the aHaol portal

Boviernmont
to - Women

Praadhan Mantt] MUDRA Yalana & anothes
schemo aof the Government of India, which
provides avcess to Institutional finance th microf
smail businasses, under which zsplring female
entrepreneurs can now avail funds of up to A5 10
lakh to stare & emvall or micrecenterprise

®




The fotoz on Akl
trasming asd Surpet Juoante
i4 anather factor. The lack of
technoippical exposure further
createy barriers to thie dutords
ol wemsn 31 ol ikl et o ? TRELY
i rurat -areas  spetifieatly.
UNIDO-ed study on Barriers
o womany entrepreneurship
found that women were
influgnged more by traditianal
and nternal factors than by

The government, policymokers,
invesiars, corporates, and
other civll woclety argonisationg
hove developad various
ways Yo promote women's
sntreprencsurship programmes.
They ronge fram  technical
training to business development
services, capocity  bullding,
nvestment  {unding, omangst
many other services they offer
thraugh their progrommes,

Hpi 33 far, they hgve reathed
morg:  than 3000 wWomen
enireprenturs throggh WilFlouyy
pragramemes they affar,

Indian Institue af
Management- Bangalors's
Start-up  and Innaviatian

Hub runt 3 Women starr-up
Fragramme. The programme
arms Lo Lupport ambitous
and innavative womean

fegal or regubatory chitacles
when starting their business,

The government, policymaiens, inuewaors,
corporates, and other civil society arganisstions
hiave developed various ways to promote women's
gntregreneurship  programmes. They  range
fram technical teaihing to butiness development
wervices, capoeity byilding, investmant funding,

dmongst many other senites thoy offer thraugh
their programimas.

nlammuand Kashmir, two centrosfor Women
Entreprensurship under the aepss of Jammu snis
Eanhmir Entraprensurship Develogment Institute
were established, substantially Incredsing the
number al women ertreprensurs- availing varlouws
tacilities to sat up their Businews, T poveimmen
has started various other progfammes fto gramaty
wimen antreprenearship in the Unian Terrlton

Under the segs al Mission Youth —s monaering.

initistive of the Govarnment of Iamire and
Kashmir, ta provide sl around zellitation Tor the
youth, varicies aehemes such as "Tejaswani® have
bean explicitly munched tor lamal=falk JBe | rade
Prametion Ofganisation came up with snothet
weh  Initistive, “Haus|a® providing  capacity
Bullding ta Waoman i:nr.raprrr-.:u:_t-

WE Hub, an initiative of the Telangana
Government, i Indie's first State led Incubatar
promate and fostér women's sntreprencurshij, I
i one of the most successtul incubators focuslie
an womenwithin Teldngara and across India. They
gre concenlrated pn Ineuhation, acceleratien and
auilding a collzborative ecorysiam. They facilitste
the access 1o technical, financial, governmental,
and policy sUpport required to startup, tcals-up,
sustain and acesterate for the woman-led At

D)

entfeprencurs by transiorming
their ides inte business ventures angd enhancing

their entreprenaurial and'm anagerial ekilfg,

Taday, In the sart-up  ecosystsm,  the
number of women entrepreneurs has dgnifi icantly
Increased to 14 percent, up from 10 percent and
11 percent in thedast twa YEUTs; a5 per the dila
available with Start-up India. Lass year, iIndiaadded
maore then 40 unicorns to the (st and many af
them are led by women. Oluyg Gokulnath foundied
BYIU's, Fulguni Nayar's NYKAA or Wpasang Tahy's
Wahlwlk; the weeess storles are buiilding and
INSEITING Many youne wamen e Jumg into the fray
and berame sntreprensyrs. '

Various programumes locus on women taking
up scienes, technology, engineorlng, und malk
ISTEM] a5 thizir rore dlscipline. Women make
up anly 28 percent of the $TEM warkforce, and
men astly ovtnymber women majaing In most
STEM flelds jr coflege, Thiz will -alie bring parity
In 3ec0rs the woimen choose a< entragrancurs

sirice theze sectors. will throw dup maors jobs than
exparhed Inthe futlre,

MM Aavag hos:alsa liunched the Women
Entraprensurshin  Platform [WEP], a platfarm
0. Bring tojgethar various Jesoyresms to facilltate
the pzsp of entreprengurial juurmey for Wamen,
The portal s a common platform for women fe
nurkire =n ecosystem through eolisharation and
parTrershign. The entire glatiorm |s bullf an thrae
pillars: {11 lehha Shaktl represents rnqﬁ_-.-q_t_jm.
S3pining entrepreneurs tostart thelr businessas, (i)
Gyaan Shaktl provides knowledge and ecosystsn
Wpparl e womin emtrepréneurs to  fodter
entrepreneurskip and (10) Karma Shakti means
providing hamds-on support to entreprengurs In
setting and wallsg up S usinesses
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Through Its  partnerships, sorvices are
provided in & main focuy aroas Community and
Netwarking, Funding and Financial Asslstanne,
Incubistion and Accsloration, Compliance snd Tax

Assistonce, Entrepreneur Skilling and tantorship
and Markating Assistance,

A3 the country progrosses goonomicilly ‘and
1argets a UsD 5 wilon economy by 2024-75,
the need 10 push Women antreprensurship in
the country and bridaing the ruralurban divide
thraugh these enterprises become pecessary, This

would halp the seanamy run on the doeubls enginm
and &hisve desired results

A repart published by Melinsey  Glabal
ImEtute states thut USD 12 telilion cauld Be addpg
to global GOP by 3025 by advancing women's
equplity. The number coudd gven fouch USD
28 trllfion, an Impact roughly as v size of the
combinged economigs of the 'US and China. The
report lurther ientifies slk types of intarsontion
to bridge the gendar gap: fingncial (ncantives nnd

Auppart; technology and Infrastructure; ereating
GLonamit  opportunity,  capability  bullding:

Atbveaty and shoping attitudes; and lws, galicies,
and repulathon

Inetunlitioy also gril in the lunding spaces
where  financial intiitutions  and  alternsite
isestmint funding arganisations fend 1o i
in stai-ups tnunded by males. This cantrasts with
e many typés of rosearch that have shper that
the suggess of women-lod stort-ups is muel higher
than that of men-dod start-upe,

Therolors, thers i 8 nond lar smphasised and
postive policies in tavouy af wormen for building
wronmg ecopumics el the cauntey through warnous
Inltinthves and sealing up ol the lnielatlves already
gt n tho country,

{The mither ix (n-gharge @ Ceptre for
Inhovatian, [Heubation and Buziness Modellng,
MNEDS Views enpressed ore personal. Small: Ikl
fenefvehps co,in)
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Nutrition and Health Linked Empowerment

e Sandoxh Jam Passt ond e Akvenbshia Jain

Woimen ploy i demirnnt rule In rural ecanamy; henon, tnir optimbied ledith and nadritienal etafus H ol paramount impotiance
to the femily ot well us Jae the comamunily ond the natinn. Wamen el aitly comsbitule almasd hall ol ihe totel population by

thirg akie Turm o big chaek ef the tebel wnckiore

uvtrition and hoalth status of the masses
In genaral, and tHat af the women ik
particufar, mas a direct bearing on well-
bt ng af the mation. Health lx gne of the
basic needs and 3 fundamental righl of gach and
avpny citizen which assumes o special significance
in the caze of women Very often, women not
enly whoulder the household responalbilities
|neluding ehild-rearing and childore: but thoey
are also actively imvalved in ecanomically gainful
employment outside hama or they significanthy
contribine [owards the family enterprizes - be
it agriculture or anlmal husbandry ot small-scale
Industry. or some athar allled activities. Women
pfay a-dominant role in rurel economy; hence,
thelr optimised heilth and nutritional status |5 of
paramount importange for the family a= waell at far
the community and the natlor, Women not enly

@ -

cinstitute almost hall ol the total populstion but
thiey also form a big chunk of tha total warkfarce.
aince women are majorly respantibis Tor boaring/
rearing the children, their health status direetly
influenc=s the health and well-being of their
voung ones Inadeguate Intake al nutritious
digt, both In t2rmz of guantity and auality can
lmad to malnutrition, deficiency diseazes and
other allments/disarders which In turn can lower
thelr fife expectancy and alio result Ity Ingreassd
morbidily snd mortality. Women's poor health
candition nat anly reduces their productivity and
earning capacity but size hampers their shility 1o

take care-of the family.

In rurnl areas, Ffnding and maintaining
empleyment Is much maore difficult for women,
particularly Tor the ones with little or no edbeation
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undemwelght on one hano
and abeslty an the ather
in  low/middle-income:
countries (ncluding (ndia.
Woman ampowerment |s
necessary for optimising
infant and younz child
freding as well as for

andfor  limited  Job-
refated skills. Compared
to urban and suburban
afteas; rural  seltings
offer fewer jobs and that
1u-|:| with Jlower wages
whith the  woman
to -uften 'travel long

A holistie approach towards women's-
health and nutrition needs to be adoptad
wilh & special focus on the neads of woeman
at all stage: of (ife cycle. Widespraad
nutrifion  related oworepsss  neads
ta be generated for addressing the isue
of gender bios In Intra-household food

XancEs With neghglble

distribution and nutrltien Imbalonc=s.

Improving  the Tamllys

public transport faciity,
Even If they are able to manage sonve job, they
are often engaged In lowerwage Jobis than their
madle countergarts. Aparl from constralnts on
(ol weadlahifity, the domimant traditional attibids
prifmiarlly identifylng woman ac wife or mother
contributer to their lowered participation in work
foree, There are sevaral factors thil pose heordlss
In rural womens gainful employment which
Indludé patrinrenal snciaty; gendnr digcrimmation
Hroms bieth pevwards sel); muloutsthen, Hlvesacy,
lizk of aporapriate skills/training, warly marriage,
mailtiple pregnancies 1 frequent istervals and
poverty.  Dospile. boing  blolngieally  suparior,
morHdity/mortality  rates. among  women =
rather high and they often duffer fram nulithenal
déficiency  disorders, other
diseaser -and pyneecologica

food basket by ensuring
dietary diversity, Empowerment of women
w centrel for enabling them to s a Tulfilling
lfe, It 16 also critical for improving housshald
edurstion, healthcare, and nutritlon.  When

woren- are entrusted greater particlpation. in
doclsion making, houssbold finances snad usage
of timie. their familles ax well a5 their own
nutrition tmad o mprovs, Empowermenl, this,
can enhance wamen's contribution 1o food and
nutrition seaurity by Tncreasing feod production,
inteme generation ofd child-care including care
af the entire famlly. Causes of malnutritlon and
the linkages hetwean woriin empawarment aml
mitritien mre given In figure-l,

. Figure=1: Tawses of malnutrition and the linkages between wamen

empowerment and nutrition

Auir-pregnanty pelated
health [ssues. Poor heolth
apd maloutrition  (includling
anaemis] among women,
particutariy  priop  [o- Aanc

CﬁutrlﬂmnlmtD
/N

diring pregnancy, in a mattar
af surlous concern; it may
lead 1o high incidznce of

[rmlaie comey
forhinail

Melary wpwha s it itin &
-*I[M= U'J’TJ T marhilipisase sito

lonw-lilrth wisight (LBW) pre=-
term  doliveriod,  still-hirths,
sbortions os wall as high
matermal martality rates.

fn the ather hang,
woamen play a critleal rale
in me=eting the nutritional
nesds of thair children and
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the. famlily, They are an

Integral part of nutrition. Innodipa i rppprepriote hwwldpy T Baliizad, ...,.a._i;aul.um:
N 'L lasiiirect nif ey Wi e ke et mhin | iy dacledlg st
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pptimising food systems 1o
address the double Burden of
malniutrition charactersed by
tha co-exritenca of nutritional

deficloncies  and  beEing
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Stratopres o empower
rufal women cannat bo ‘one-
sieies liLs=ail” Focusing  an
women larmers and the el
help proups (5HGs) will hot
anly help in mereasng food
production but alan sehisuve
gender eguslity: this |15 in
wme -with the clarion call by
our Prime Minlsier Tor "Vocal
for tocal’-and ‘aatmakirbhar
Poshan’,  Translérelng  the
respansbility of manutscturing
units  for  gupplamentary
nutritken from mult-national
tompaniex 1o sell-helo groups
i=an Unprecedanted paradigm
shitt  In  dconomy,  Thus,
prupasstion of supplermentary
nutritlon by rurall wamen
WEINg  the locally. procursd
raw  material can help in
making. them as waoll as the

The yegr 2023 ho: besn
designated ai the Internatisnal
Year af Miliets; ond our
govemment & committed to
provide support for post-harves
value addition and enhancing
the domestic comumption of
millen along with the branding
of millet preducts for natlengl as
well os interpatlonal vse,

In 2022, an open plotform far
the Motional Dightal Health
Ecorystem ls being rolled ow
comprising digital  reglcries
of health providers and healil;
fociiities, unigue baalth identity
for providing universal aceess 1o
health Faciiitles, Further, in the
year 2022-23, nearly 2 laokh
Angemwad| contres (undar 1CD5]
drz aldted 10 be upgroded For
providing better women and

baing time: consuming, [imity
theirangegament in productive
activities [lke educatlon apg
grinful  employment, SDG-6
acldlretses the lasue of Eloan
water and =anktation, It g
ervisaged that in the caminy
years, women will be syed
tram this drudgery and that
thay thall be able o devots
thatir time o gainful actliities,

For  cooking  purposes,
rural  womdn  are more
llkely te rely on solid tusls
such a5 wood, cropswoste,
charconl, coal and cow-dung
which cauze high levels of
hoyeehold and epviconmental
alr pallution. Further, wamen
arg alzo- foreed 1o  spend
large chunk of thelr precious
time in collecting the fuel, By

concerned state sell-reliant facilitas

child kealth-relatad 1.llr1-i:E.'..I,r’

inereasing the avpliakilizy of
clean anurgy solrees, an one

A hol=ztle approsch
towards women's health and nutrition  needs
to be adapted with 3 special facus on the nesds

af women at all st=ges of |ife tyele. Widespread
nutiition relited  awareness needs 1o He

‘genefuled far addressing the Hiug of gander bilas
in intra-household food distribution and nutition
Imbalanees,

The 2030 Agepda  for
Development and ite 17 Sustainable Develapment
Goal= (SDGs] adopted by the world in 2015,
provide the roadmap for o sustanable progress
that foaves no ane hehind', Achleving gender
equality and women ompawermest 1 [ntegral to
each af the 17-50Gs. Only by ensuring the righty
af girl-child and woman scrdss all the poals, e
will Be able ta achipve justice ang sustaln bur

sharad siviranmerits, not anly forthe presant but

alea for the future gonerat|oms.

Even today billions of prople fack access o
sale deinkimg water services. When water 1onot
-avallable &t home leval = as |s the case 0 imaerty
af the ruralareas in deviloping countties “women
and girls -are entrusted with the rezponsibitity af
fdtching watar fram lane distances which wsually

Suastainal]e:

hand, environmental polluticn
can be eurtalled while on the other, it can help in

Immroving - wamen's health. This aspect |s bejng

addressed wunder S0G.7 (alfordable and clean
anergy for all).

In developing zountries, majority ot the
reral womon depend oh notursl resources far
thelr fuod A% well as income and Nwelitinnd;
the gduerse Impact ol eniulng climats change
rac already reduced agricultural vizlds fn. many
placos. 1t has been projocted that by the year
{050, clim=ts change will have reduced wtheat
praductian by nearly 36 parcent [;uhvsal-;.;ra.n
Afrizal te 49 persent (South Asia), Further, dug e
unequal actess 1o lend, eredlt facllities, matketing
techntiwes, aaricultural inputs (such as fertilisnrs
ete) and imformation & techinglogy, rural women
are pl 3 greater dssdvantage In adapting o
the ellmate change ag will pz in adopting the
mitigatlon technlgues. S0G-13 addresses the lssue
of elimiate change and the noceszary actlons,

e ta Ingqualities In fand tenute and access,
compared to men, many mure rural wamen ate
dapendenl on commaon resources stich as foreats
for meeting the food and fuol needs of their
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heusehold, Hence, rursl women are particularly
affected by the continuous loss of foreiy ar s
massive pace. This Issue is being addressed under
the SDG-15.

Food Incecurity’ v a glehal problem
contributing 1o nutritiona!  deficiencizs  and
poor health, it can affect health ether dirsctly
ar Indirectly by way of under-nutritian, macra-,
micranutrient gefidiencies or oval-nulrition couplad
with lack of diztary diversity. Inpdequate. or
impropar digtary intake by the women, particularly
during thulr reproductive years, results n tha
deflelency of essential mutrients cousing grave
consequences not oply en thelr own nealth but
also that af the children harne by them, Women's
nutritisnal status It & documented Indlcator af
averall well-bong af the sockety and putriticnal
security af the children, Nutritional status of
women during reproductive-age Isthe single most
important eriterion Influencing ther pregnancy
oluteome. Sinée unhealthy eating habits arg the
major cause of nutritiosal deficeneles/health
problems; adeguate kanwledge regarding heslthy
food cholees 13 rather important lor inedlcating
appropriale dietary pragiices. Lack of nulrition
reloted knowledae ameng women 15 an undarlying
cause for high mtes of undernutdition  and

micranytrient deficlencles. Therelore, women's:

food znd nutrition-related knowledge needs 1o be
improved for enharcing heusehold food sscuriry
atwitll a3 for raising nutritlanal status of the family
Mutrition education highlighting ke importance
of balanced diet ant eatimg right (2 per body's
regulrements) nseds to be imparted employing
various media along with necessary technology.
focinl madia and grassroots Jevel functionarigs
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can play a vital role in creating nutrition and health
related awarenots among rural women,

in India, unheglthy dietary paiterns snd
nutritioral ‘deficlencies: remain 2 public health
prablem; and achisviag foad, nutrition and health
securlty a major challenge, Mast af our nutriton
programmues have primarily focused on feeding-
centred Intarventions post child-birth while |1 s
well known that 50 percent of the growth lallurein
childeen sccrued by the serond year of age orcurs
during their foetal file (In the mother’s wemb)
owing to paor maternal nutritian - both prier 10-
and during pregnancy.

Appropriate nutrition i= prime for Rhuman
development; nutritiopal status of the women
can make or mar the entlre generations, thereby
creating a desp furrow. In the oation’s human
resource pool. Under-neurlshed women of child-
heating ages (more 5o In rural indial usually end
up: being undernourkshed mothers who pear
under-nourished children with poar physical and
mental develapment. Therelore, it s extramely
Important to focss an women empoawerment by
ensuring appropriate policy changes for hreaking
the |pter-zanerational cycle ol melnutrition smd
poor hedlth ef our peéple. In Intla, wamern and
child nutrition need special attention, mare &0
after the COVID-19 pandemic which has put an
pxtra econmmic burdein on the women.

Essential Nutritton LUnked Interventions for
Wamen

= Improving the quantity and quality of food
comsumptian thraigh 2n eaty accsss to food)
ration through publis distributien symem as
well 33 dignihed access 1o supplementary
nutritian to the alginle beneficiaries unduor the
1C0S (Integrated Child Development Sarvices|

scheme.

« Generating swareness 10 Improve household
diets using local foods, incroasig  (ood
production: especlilly that of the fresh
vegetables induding preen leafy vegetables,
frulis -aind modilying distary behaviaurs

through effectve - nutritton and  health
edication,
*  Preventing micronutrient deficlencies

mclyding anasmis through ran folic acid
WIFA}  supplementation, deworming, pre-/

GD



peri-concaptual lplls acid sepplemantation,
universal access to ledided s3lt, malarin
preventon and treatment in malarin-#ndemic
argas and  walclum, fran and vitamin A
supplementation duting pregnancy along with
appropriate -knowledge and support to stop
tabacco obuse, If any.

* Improving atcess to biasle health, nutritan
services and promoting sarly registration
of pregrancy, providing ocoality antenstz|
checkup  and  monitoring  welght  galn
during pregnancy glong with screening and
specialised care of atrisk mothess.

Improving access to water, sanitation, and
education faclifdes by promoting sasy access
to sale drinking witer, hygiene and sanitation
facllities as well a2 imparting eduzatior in

gnn_-::‘al and kygiene including menstrual
hyziene in partoular. '

Empowering wimen for preventing taa early,
wolrequentandfor tlosely spaced pregnancles
by grauting girlt’ marriages 1/ after the lepsl
oge of 21 years through awnreness generation
and education] the parents are ddviad to
eature that their girl-child it married anly
sfrer she completes her secandary sducation;
and this education wilt emoower the girls o
make proper decisions durng their married
life. Alsp, by debaying the ltrit pregnancy/
ropeat pregnancies and limitng ke number
of pregnancles - tnrough appropriate Famliy
plapning  metheds, jesioduztits  health

inlormaticn, Incentives and services will halp.

in preventing the depleton of matemsl smores
and this will engure betiar pregnancy oulcame
a5 well 22 better maternal heath, In additian,
providing. communily support sysiemas 18
women, helping them In declsion making,
canfidence bullding, providing faciliviss for skill

development and econamio empowerment [as -

part of maternity eatitlements) will go # long
way In improving nutritton sad heslth status
as well s dignity of th2 woman,

Empawerment and protection of wamen wnd
children [constituting nearly two-thirds of bue
population) as wall 58 snauring thalr wholgzamis
davelopment in 3 safe and secure anvironmant i
rrucial for sustainable development af the country,
The Ministry of Women and Child Developmant

G

(MOWCD)  strives to -emsurs well-noutishid
and happy childeen: and confident and sell
rellant wamen by providing them an aciessible,
alfordable and rellable environment fres fram all
Totens al discrimination and violenge.

The Mztional Policy for Women (dralted
by MoWED In 2016) has inter-alia the objective
o' changing societal attitudes and community
practicos by active participationinvalermant
of tné hath - men and woaman, Thiz draft policy
addrosses diverse needs of the women fhrough
identifled priarty aress = health, food and
nutritlon seeurity; =ducztion; ecanamy (inchiding
agriculture; Industry, labour, employment, service
secion and science and technology); governance
and decision making; vielence against women;
emabling enviranment (including Rousing/<helter
ang infrastructure, drinking water and sanitation,
media and culture, =ports and soclal security;
and elimate cnargs, It provides policy directione
tc gnsure the includion of wamen't perspectives
in designing 3nd impleménting mocro-=conomig
and social polictes by institutionalising their
participation insuch processes. The pollcy sime to
recognisewamsn a5 prodilcers and workesg both in
the formal and informal sectors (Inchiding home-
based workers| and sccerdingly proposes 1o draws
Lp appropriate policies relating 1o EI'I"I]‘J|D'|'I:I11'.'F'.'
and worklng canditions for the women,

Stmilarly, Natlona! Selll Development Palicy
I'E-ﬂﬂ!,ea ot inclusive -skill development, with
an obfesthve to Incresse women participation
lor better sconomie productivity, For athieving
thiz; emphasis has been Rid on creating
adiitlonal infrastrocture dor women's training
and spprenticeship; fleslble wainlng delivery
machanlsms sock as mobille  Lrginieg unity
flaxibie-time along with local need-based tealning
for  accommodating  women;  and  ensuring
zale, gendér sensitive training, environmant,
employment of women trainers, cguitable
remuneration and establisthment of [complaint)
redresssl machaniams,

Pradhan Mantri Mahila Kaushal Kendra
IPMMEK] and Speclal Women-Cantrie Prejeets:
The Natlonal Skill Doveloprent Palicy through it
traning partners suoh 55 Mann D=shi Foundation,
Shri Mahila Sewa Sahkarl Bank LUimited and Sri
Sarada Math Rasih Bhita 1o sxelusively working
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on wamen's (especially the rural women's) skill
develppment. The trdining comprises Imparting
of digital, accounting and entrepreneurial skiils to
facilitats tha 8811INE uUp of their own business.,

Government of India & taking  numearouws
sieps through barious sehematie Interventions
lar ensuring empownrment of women by way of
their socnl, educational, =conomis and political
uplitment.  VMarious governmental’ schemes
Il Haetl Bachon Betl Padbao, Pradhan Manirl
Awas Yolang |[Aural/Urban), the National Social
Assistance  Programms, Pradhan  Manlrl Vi
Vantona Yoiana ang the Scheme for Adolescent
Girls [3AG) aim to provide seclal security 1o
wamen and glely, Simliarly, initiatives iz Samagrs
Shikshe, Babu Jagilvan Ram Chhsbrawas Vajana,
Swachh Vidyaleya Missten, Scheme of Mational

Cwerseas Scholarship #tc emure the sollability

and establishment of gii-freadly schools with
adequate facllities in place 1 meet the'r special
needs, expecially for the girlchildren  from
vulnerable ssotions of the society

Recently, the Cabinal hasapproved MaWCD's
three important umbreiln  schemes  -Miszion
Poshan 2.0, Misslon Shaktiand Migsien Vatsalya ta
bhe Jmplgmuntuﬂ in misston mode during the 15™
Finants Cammission perjod (2021-37 to 2025 14),

Mission  Poshan 2.0 ls @ integratsd
autrition suppart programme whilch addretses
the: challenges ot malputntlon in children,
adolescent glrls, pregrant women and nurelng
mathers thropgh & strategic shift o nutrition
conlent/ddlivery ond By ceealing a convargent
ecoesystemn to develop and promote praciices
thiat nurture health, wellnass and imewnity. 11
Ajsn sechs 1o opllmlse the guolity and Heliery
ol food under the sapplementasy  mrition
progeam. It It envisaged that Misslon Poshan 1.8
will contribute 1o himan capital ddavelopment
the country; addresy rralnutrition cha!lenges)
profmote putrition awarensss and appropriste
eating habits for sustamable health/w=!l-being as
well @ address putritlanal deficiencles through
koy stratpgies, It will alde bring under jte ambit
thezé Impartant progammresfschemas - namely

Anganwadl Servicas, Scheme for Adolescent Girls:

and Poshan Abhiyaan., Further, Missiorn Poshan
2.0 shall facus on maternal nutrition, infant and
yaung child feeding norms, treatment af MAM/
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SAM and weliness through AYUSH: and it will

integrate several key strategins including nutritiun
gwnreness and communication strabegrlos.

Under the Poshan  Trackor il |kl
tnfrastructure  relled out by the  MoWCD - At
a povernance toal [ March 2021) will biring
transparency —and strenpgthen  the nulrton
delivary support systarms, This technalagy 15 being
layerazed for dypamic (dentificatan of stunting,
winsting and under.weight amang children aloay
with Izt mile tracking af nutritlon service deflvary:

Mission Shakt) emvisages a unifind citizen-
ventrin Wfecyele suppart for wemen thiough
Int=grated care, safety, oratecticn, rehabilitation
and empowarment, W has two sib-schemes
SLambalzed ‘Samarthya’ Thie Sambal sub-scheerne
Is for safety and wecurity of women and comprises
wxigtinp dchamas - Oné Step Cenires {O5L],
Wornan Helalines (181-Whi] and Berl Bachao Betl
Padnao (B8O along with the new companent
at Mari Adolats for promating alternstive didplte
resalution and gendir justice within the families
a5 well @y socisty. The Samarthya subscheme
for empowsrment of women comprises slready
exlstling sehemes — Ujjwala, Gwadhar Groh and
Working Women -Hostel (for esfe and secure
accommuodation to working women); and Natiaml
Crethe Schere for childien of working mathers
and the Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yejana
IPRMARYY), which kad been under umbrells 1CD5
Schema.

Mlssion Vatsalya aims to secura s healthy and
haopy childhoad far ehildeon; foster & sensitive,
muppartive: and -synchronised ecosystem for

gptimising <hitd development; assist States/UTs
Ins delivaring the mendate of Juvenile Justice Acl
2015 for schisving the 50G goals.




The Mohatms Gandhy| National  Rursl
Employmenl Guaranien Ao, 2005 [MGNEEGA]
mandates that at lemat ane thind of the |obs
penaraled under the MGNREGA schama should be
gIVEn 10 wornen Provisigns havealio bean made for
Mo ng werrmen's patticEatten (0 nof-cotventional
sectars such ai fightér pllots, Commondog, Central
Police Forces and admishpns:at Ssinic Sehools:

Orher dchemes and dwordd for empowerlng
women indude Swidber Greh (for womaean in diffcult
chreumataness); Mabilan Sk Kerdeas and Mahila
police voluntppres: and various awornds - Marl Shaktd
Puraskar] Rajya Nahia Samman and Jila Mah:la
Samman; Mirbhaya ote, Inatifuted for raco2nlsing
the: contributinns of women. bn addition we - a3
indeaduals, «2n elso help I empoweng women
by abolishing social evils flke: dowry system, child
miartlapes and women's sbuseas wall as by anoording
them dioe respect, valulne tholr suggestions and
extending. necsdsary support o this woemen in
distress. These small steps will improve the status ol
wamean, bonst their eonfiderce 2nd empower tham,

Resagrehes have documented positive linages
between women's empowerment and putritianal

autcomes of awi, intants’/children’s and the fmily's
a3 @ whole. Womegn I.H.-niﬂ the primary cafepmners,
girectly Influénte their children’s nutritton fhrooeh
dpprograte  childwcire practices: and  indirectly,
through their own improved niartionz) status:

While  entanesd empowerment indicators s
aszociated wilh impeoved matermal/fchild nutrition:
women's disempowetrant lsads Lo poor maternal/
child nutritian and health altcomes

Mutrition and health related smpowearment.
particularly that of the rural wemen, can gﬁ..r;
lang way in improving household distsry patterms:
and diversification of digts; and thus, achleving
improved  heaith -and nutrition outcomes of
women, chlldren, family and thenatlon as awhole

{The ovuthpry ore Publllc Fedlth  Noprilion
Conauitant and Former Director, Institite of Home
Eeonpmics. (University of Delhl), and Asshitont
Prafessor (Tood and Nutrition), Bhegim NMivedita
Cotege  Umversity of Delhi). Viewy exprezsed

are  personal.  Emall:  sfpossi@gmallicom . and
akartkshajainditbn, du.acn)
—— —  EERETTTRANEE R T
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Technology and Development

Bhakti Juin and fchite Sircikear

Digitalitercy ond conmedtbviy bave strengthensd ths labout markal; provided o platfarm to paople I roral oreas and halped
e botome inonclolly ndeperdent. Enhaneed linovntion hag helped the qweal mrees improve elr growlh prospects, ond
tho polizymokers suppart rifarms beyond subsidios ond sedorspe i spproaches,

schnologinal  upgradation
T and Incluslve growth have

bean  focal development

points in rural India. Higher
and  better  productivity, socio-
econemic  equality,  harmonising
modern techneolugy, and sustainable
grawih  can  be considered  the
pillars for @ nation's progress. The
Governmenl  of Indis has  rolled
out schemes from  education o
financial literacy and sgritech to skill
devalopment that caters to nearly 400
milllon people living 1n ruml regionsi
It iz admirabie to =ee thal the cemtral
amtd state governments are wnited
with = vlstan for the botterment
of rural Ividla, Olgital Jlleragy and
connectivity have strecglliened the
fabour markat, providad o pladfarm
to people in rural areas and helped them became
financially Independent. Enhanced Innovatlon
has halged the rural sreas improve thelr growth
prospects, and the palicymakers suppart reforms
beyond suhsidies and sectorspecific appreachee

Agriculture

Rural India (x home to 65 percent of the tatal
population of our country, Center for kanitoring
indian Ecanomy {CMIEL data from the consamar
pyramid household survey shows the share of
apriculture In tobal employment has gane up fram
35.3 percent in 2017-18 10 36/1 percesnit N the year
2018-15 and further to 38 percent in 2018-20, The
Center has promlsed to work shouldet-to-shaulder
i Imgplement specific schamaz and technologlical
advancemants in sgriculture.

In April 2016, the Government of Indi
lunched =MNAM (National Agricllture Marks),
an online platfarm for [armers thet Imegrates:

sgricultural markets pan-india with a theme of
one nation, ane market. The platform afds farmers
and traders te wlew 2l Agriculture Produce
Market Committes |APRC] related Infarmation,
commadily arrivals, and buy and zell trade offers
thus helplng. farmers bid for the best prices
acrst markels, The objective was to promoie
uniformity In agricultural marketing and remaove
the informaticn asymmetry between the buyers
and sallers. The numbet of replatered farmers
has risen o LA6 creres, while 1.28 lakh traders
rransact an this platform. More than 1000 Farmer
Producer Qrganizations - (FPOs) have slso Bean
enrallee an this platfarm,

The zovernment s nlio investing in mapping
2l of Indiz'z amuilers. The Matinnal Aguifer Mapping
angd Management Programme [NAGLIM) aims at
30 mapping of the aquifers and characlerisng
them In terms of guantity, guality, and spatial and
tetnporal distribution al watar [svel and resources
in tham. The 1z shaktl Abtivan primarlly focuses
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on saving and conserving
rsinwaier  far crenting
appropriate mlwater
harvesting  strustutes ¢
uthan snd rural sreas of all
the districts in the countiy,

The  Unlan  Audput
daf 2022 has shin pushed
for an arrzy of  digital
technglogles and' drones
to  propel  growth  In
the farm  séctor. Tha
promotion of dronss to
muonitar the preduce: apd
spray Insecticides will halp

Techmological ddvancemenis can lower
trade expenses, allowing rural araas 1o
tap Inte naw markets, Rurdl gosds ang
warvices are likely to reach more distarit
morkets ot a lmsser cost and faster thar
they are now, thanks to new technologles.

Deiverless vehicles, [or enample, can

operate 24 hours ¢ day and frovel fae
further distances than traditional Pk,
lowering  tramportotion coms  and
shipmant fimes. Drone-baed dollverias
are dlo expected 1o be deployed |n
thelr initial phese in rural areoy, where
ragulatons are less stringent, and roads
that are not populated by high rise
Bulldings making ir easior for drones 1a

trade fimes and pricss, the
eethange of unique sorts
of products and services,
and - distuptive ways 1o
work and join the lahour
markat -are sams of ths
benefits af the digital era

that might be benefical
for rural communities.

Technological
advancements can lower
trade expenzes, allowing
rurakarszs to tap inlo new
marksts, Rural goods and
yenices are likely to reach

stale up precision farming

massivehy MaRauveEr,

mare  distant rriarksts

Alternate Sources and Sustainable L velihoods

Ta effeclivaly' realise the positive ittrpact of
the fourth (ndustrial revalutisn, it |y sssential o
use wehnolagy to bridge the gap botweer skilie
and unskllled labour, Neasly thee-quartess of the
bndian populesicn | employed in low-praduetivity
agriculture, mahing growth and advancements
erithoal in these srzas. THe wse of technoloay 1o
Incraatie productivity In thete séctars would be
S0 essential pubiic policy endeavour in the (Uture.
As more antd mare men from rural ress start |o
migrate to urban areas in seanh of emaleyment
oppartuniticd, the brunt ol agriculture o boing
Borre by women who now have to serform highly
labour-intansive rolus an thelr own. Thoy farther
face 3 lack of aceess io luond, Irrigation, Eredit,
Inpuis, and markets. Tha Pradhan Mantrl Krishi
sinchad, Yojans wis alko lunched te improve
water-ise ellicienty and cxpand rrigation op
avery farm in India: '

Dighalisation will go & g way In reducing
traditional bottlesecks such os shrinking matkels
ano low dansity that have Boed roadblochs
In bullding . lone-tarm and pustgingd'e  rural
economies. Often, Sauss (ke these can ead to
sconomles of scale, whersin skillod Individuals
trom rural areas cannot find the right employment
eppurtunities, and smal' businesses lose out on
ppportunities to grow. Digitalisatlen can arovidy
new opportunitigs for growth and bewer gnd
more diverse accopations in rural sfess, Reduced

€

faster and at 3 lessor cost,
thanks to mew technologies. Drivertess vehicles,
for axample, ean operatz 24 Wolrs a day and travel
borigar distances than tradilional trugks, lowering
transportation castz and shipmeni times. Drane:
baved dellveries ate also eapectad ta be deployed
in thelr Initlal phase In rusal aress, whers
regulations are less stringent, and roads that
are not populited by high rise bulldings making
It easier lor drones to mansuver This tipe of
delivery system con help-rural reglons overcoma
geopraphy and Infrastructure challenges,

Inrural economiss; now' fechnplogy cam
help e improve the entreprencorial business
eovitanment. Small ang medicm-slzed enterprises
SMEsh In rural areas banefit fram tachnnloglcal
adyancemerts, Cross-bander E-COMMErca, or
commerie through digitz! platforms, has proven
critical-in lowering entry Barriers Toy enlErprises
ann SMEs lonking to sell in worldwide markets.
Similarly, mew technologies sush 35 additive
mancfactuting, for example, 30 printers, have
the potential 10 lessen the neéed for sconomies of
szale by making small-scale production mare cost-
electlve. Small butlnesses cam use 30 @rinters
to creale [berms and standard paris according to
oenl demand without imperting or staring vast
quantities of matertals fram elsewhere, reducing
their dependency on imports.

Financial Inclusion

The economie development of a country
relles keavily on the accessiviity al the citizens to
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wariods financial goods and servicas. Thiz has been
3 significant focus area for the Rovirnment, Over
the last few years, on account ol the parsisting
covin-1e pan@emic, the finandal ke lgiviny
In the mountry has gained pacs, Techrological
efforls and Innevations B played a significan
rale-in thit regard. ‘Modern Informatlan anil
communication technelogy (ICT) has meted Fs a
catdlyst in establishing 3 platfarm that extends
financial goods Gnd services sver to remote
and marglnalised regions and Individyais. These
efforts havealzo helped comnivrctal banks faduce
thetr cost, increasing customes reEchabilily and
efficlent management of risk In businesses

There-exist sevaml elforts of the Bevernment

of Indiatoutilizea technology's potentiol ko harness.

financial Incluslon in rural Greas, For instance, the
Direct Benelit Tansfer (DBT) programme alms
at initiating a direc) teansfer of bonofits serass
the country. This platform, -scopmpanied by the
unigue Aadhaar |0 programme. has =lminated
duglications and frauds. Tha platform hss further
bean nstrumental in ivreasmg transsarency and
atsuuntability in financial ransactions, includmg
benafit transfers to persion dwners and ethar
buneficiaries ot various gchemes. The Pradhan
Muantrl lanhan Yojana (FRUDY) has made
sigrificant strides In channéllipg afl governmant
beneliis from the centte; state and local bodies ta
the beneficiary accounts and turtnering the Direce
‘Benefit Transfer [DAT] schizms of the Eovermmeant
For instance, ov=al], arcund (NH 21 lakh crore Bas
been dishursed via 0BT o the underprivileged.

Additionally, Under PM Garib Kslyan Yojans,
aroynd 8 prore of PRIDY occount holders have
recelvad direct benefit transfer (D87} from the
government under varinus welfore sthitmes across
the seversl wavez-ol the pandomie. Evidances
suggest an established link betweor Lhe DETs and
a reduyction in women's financlal dependence,
Ensuring that women Rave contral ever their bank
accounts can transform wamen's fabour (ores
participatian, finaecis| indepentdence, bargaining
power and overall economlc decisians, Through
OBT their wages, beneflts and remittances can be
transterred directly to their scchiunts, =ther than
Into a jaint account or into the aceoiinty of thelr

mal= famlly members:
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Secondly, thiinitiation of the Bharat Intarface
fer Maney [BHIM) app has almed at facllieating the
erowth af the cashless pconomy In the country.
The dpp merely requires the consumsrs 1o fink
thair bank aceounts with the moblle applicstion
and explolt direct transactions to thelr vendars or
merchants. The BHIM users can slso uie QR codes,
mokile rumbers, and ViFual Payment Addresses
tWPAY e facllitate the paymont. Fer opening up
& BHIM account, customees are reaulred 1o have
4 smartphane, a moblle number registsred fo
a bank secount, and 3 debit card, This helps to
ensure that citiien: In ter 2 and 3 cities, alang with
rural Eresy, pan apt for UP besed transections.
haoreover, the BHIM apm also funatians efficlently
offling; addressing the chaillunges of poor internet
cannections and  the [naceessibility of smast
miikile phonos.

Thesg - initiatlves - leveraging- technological
Interferences with the existing financjal incluzion
wndl ather welfare schemeas contriburad eattnslvily
W ingreasing  access Lo bonking facilities for
those in solisted, rural regions-and have furthor
made it poasible te adopt & il stakeholder
ecllaborative approach, helpsd check leakages or
wastege in weltars pchemes, eradicated mediatars

in the transactlonal processes, and reduoed scope
of frnud dnd carruption.

Edicabion

s part of thi Astma Nirbhiar Bharat Abhivan,
a mmprehensive initiative called DM 2V IDYA was
launched, which combines all.digital, ontine, apd
on-ait wducation to aoffer multl-méde accuss 1o
education. The initlative ehtails the following:

*  DIKSHA (Digital Infrastructure for Knowledgs
sharing and Sharing) |2 o one-natian, sne-
digitai-platform  inibative; In  dlstes  and
union territorlies (UTs) the nabon's digital
Infrastricture dulivers high-quality =<ontent
for education.

= SWAYAR (Study Webs of Active Learing for
Young Aspiving Minds) |5 a Government af
Indlz mitiative o achieve the theee cardinal
principles of education policy: ateess, equity,
and qualiny, Thisininative sims to make the best
teaching-learning tooly avallable to everyone,
parsicilarly  the most disadvaniaged. For




students who have been disadvartaged by the
digital revolution and are unableto participate
n the knowledgs szonomy fully, SWAYARM
airres e ridige the digltal divide, It a platinrm
thot allows anyane, unywhare. at any ime, to
acress all the courses tacght |n classranmy
tram grade 3 through post-praduanan, Al ol
the courzes are intersctive, designed oy some

of the Tingst trachers In the country, and are
entirely free,

Government Schemes for Technology Enabled
Rural Developmant

@

Technological Advancement [or Rurzl Areps

(TARA)

This scheme -under the Skii| Enhancemant
Edutation and Development Program (SEED)
bs critical in providing lang-term core suppart
to sclence-based woluntary ofganisation:
and field institutions bn rural and other
disadvantaged areas to promate ond nuriure
tharm as "S&T Imeubstorns” and "Active
Field Laboratories" to work and provid e
technological solutions snd effective tlollvery

of technologies {or lluelihasd ganeratian and
socielzsl benefils.

Ayushman Bharat Digital Minsion

The Ayusheman Bharat Digital Mission (ABOM]
alms to develop the nfrastructure necessary
to suppart India's integrated diglts! bealtheare
Infrastriscture. [t will dse digital highways 1o
bridge the distance between diverse players
in the healthcare industry,

Ayushman Bharat Health Account [ABHA|

Achieving safer and more afficient digial
health records onginates with ABHA, A
digitally s=cure ABHA parmits health dota
access and  sharing  with  participating
healthcare providens and payers. Anyons who
wanti to join ABDM and has digital health
records must first create ABHA, People are
ldentified authenticated, ard thelr haalth
records are thrieaded acrost many =ystems and
stpkeholders {with their informed consent).

E-Shram

e-Shram s a platform designed by the
Mintetry of Labor and Employment to bapefit

AT N QT L

unarganised warkers who are npt Emplayees
State Insurahee (EPFQD) or Employees’ Seate

Insurance (ESIC) memburs, Signing up for the

Shramik Yojana and Acgquiring an e-Shram card

entitles many benafits The - govarnmens's

acceptance of social sE0UTIty measures will
also dssiat wirkerg,

National Optical Fibre Netwark (NGFN]

All' state tapitals, districts, and headquarters
have DFC connectivity down to the block l=vel.
The country’s 250,000 Gram Panchayate
would bu linkad, This will be done by using
=xisting Puklie Sedtlor Underta king (PSLI] firas
(B58L, RallTel, and Powsr Grd) and laying
new fibre to connect 1o gram panthaysts
whan needid. The grm panchavats will
Benefit feam the increazed bandwidth creatod
by the dack fibre network. This will be c=lled
the Natlomi| Gptical Fibre Network {NOFN],
Thus, the connectivity gop betwesn gram
peEnchayats and blocks will be flled.

Common Service Contres [CSC)

The L5T programme is ane of the Digita! india
Programeme’s misslon mods projects. 05
REIVI 23 the access points for pssentizl publje
dtility services, socal wellare pregrammes,
healthcare, finance, education, spriculture
weivices, and a wvariaty of busineiito-
consumer [BZ0] s=rvices to citizens living in
rueal mnid distant areas of the country, Itis @
pan-indla netwark that caters 1o Its regional,
Reographic, linguistic, and cultural diversity,
enabling the govemment Lo fultil It mandate

of 4 socially, Tiscally, 2nd technslogicaily
Inclusive saciaty,

Bigital Indiz Programme

Digimal Indis i Indiz’s tlagship initiative 1o
transform; the country inte 3 mowledge-
baied econgmy amd & digitally empowsred
society. Dlgital |ndiz covers three essentis|
areas: digital mfrastructure az a wtility for all
l.'itil:.! ey, povernance gnd on-demand woeyiems,
and citizen empowerment threugh ' dighal
technology

Digital Indla Land Records Modernisstion
Programme (DILAMP)



A central sactor scheme alms to leverage
ensting commonallties in land records to
develop &n appropriate Integrated Land
Information  Management System  (ILINS),
Individual states can also add statsspecific

requiremenis as desmed necsssary and
prapes.

Conclusion

In & country like |ndia, where & majocity of
populatian stll lives in rural hinterland, ruesl
development Is synanymous with Indiz’s growth
story. White devetopment of our rural regiony has
always beon a priorty, the onset of dighisation
has acceierted the pace of rural development.
Whiat is especiaily notable about the development
that the Indian rural reglons ate witnessing
It the incluslvity and sustainabllity of this
develnpment, With schemes like jan-DhRan Yojana
baing tremendoushy successiul in rural Indin and
apriciture activity belng pushed towards mudern,
preener metneds, inelusivity and wtalnahillty
ol this deveinpment goes without saying. Thic
article is an effort a1 highlighing that technniogy
is driving rural dwe]unmerrl and il we kezp up
with this trajectory, rursl indiz will be drivina new
tachnplopy Initlarves [n the country Yery socon,
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Sustainable Livelihood

Meanifnlo Wadlinva

Ag wae hive adopled The tronstarmitive Sustainelite Develnpment Gonly s 0 racdimap 1 e moie equiloble just, afid
sustuinable warld by 2090 1o Dull) thase ganls, partitalorly the geals oo ending poverty and hunger, athitving genger
enuullly, wid sustainnbile ncemomic grawih, wie mudl iecogrise the contisawm of waman's work 1o inrlyde sebuitamre

carn, ond livelihoods. In foct; 1o make ony scheme succrvibul in wmpowering rurad women, i hecaities pecessary tha

| {huy

partielpute in loege numbers in te Grom Sobhos amd vebee (hele prelerences and toneatns tegal dang 1he implemeniation of

povernmend sehpmes, meonl Tor hek wellare.

hilg describing the inhesremt
strongth of  women, the
American seciologist and civil
rights Activiss, W.E.B Do Bols
aptly sald, "There |s no farce pqual toa
woman determined torize™. Forzges, tha
world has witnessed the strength of her
unsald diligence, now is the tme when
she ance again needs Lo stand for herself
and the community, The wamen favo
appainted themeelves as Lhe taretaeers
of not anly the housahold but alsa farms _
arid landscapes, which leaves them theuldering
multiple respansibilities in agrichltyre and hames,
A sty eanducted by Unlversity of Maryland snd
Mational Councll af Applied Economic Research
{MCAEH, 2018} stated that woman condlitute avor
42 percent ol thie agricultural laboor lorcs In India.
fhe eetimate of 10* sgriculture Cepsus (301516}
is guite heartening that the perraniage af lamale
aperational holdings in the country has increased
from about 13 perceat during 2610-11 to around
14 percont during 2015-16. The United Natlon's
Eaad wnd Agritulture Orgaalzation (FAQ) eitimates
that IF womaon had the sapie Fccesi 1o productive
resgurces as men, they could incresse ylelds an
their farms by 20-30 percent, leading to highar
agricullural outpit In developlng countries and
a dramatic Feduction In Aunger. tn this backdrop,
sxoloring new and novel aptions for sustaimeble
livellhood for women reeds to e priortised,

Now let us ungerstand the concegt of
sustainable  Livelihopd—the  agev=idpmernt
that mests the needi of the present without
campromising the ability &f future generstions
tn maet thelr own nesds. Vietwatly, sustainabis
development also means maeting the basic nepos
af afl and extending to all the opportunities to

“F
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satisfy thoir aspirations for a better lile, It alzes
dlesates <hat sotlrties mest human needs both
by increasing productive potential snd thrreby
enuring egultabin eppartuniies [ all. From

thit  yiewpoint, women's engogEment with
aaturs! resalirees beping very eafly in life Thoy
have traditicsally besn great recycling agents
converting old clothus into guilts, cow dung inta
Mgl wild grass Into good quallty baskety, vegetable
pesls into-organic manure, the list goes on. 5o, The
sustninable development agerdn will be greatly
wapyed by owomen but fotl |ust &5 caremdkers of
the planet but as stakeholdaes in its bounty, The
sustalnable Development Goals adopted by the
UM Geneesl Assembly 2ie also woven around
copcerns ks elimimating poversy, reducing gender
inequality, climate action, affordable and clean
ENEFRY; l:v:l_:ld' heallth, ciean water, and sanltation

SMBAE WORImER

The COVIR:18 induced crivs has thrown
up naw challenges for rural Indian women, The
centre for Monitosing |ndian Eeanomy (CMIE)
has been sbserving that the famale labour force
participatian rate In |Indiz has bean consistently
falling tor the |ast few years touchlitg 13 percent
in 2022 (a5 per ILOSTAT database dated 08 Fab.
2022) fram a kigh rate of 33 percent in 1972 with

G



e pereenl engaped in unarganised secior or n
unpwd work, Lack of security and suppart for tJ.'Ilfl:I
care, wape gap, dismal working conditions, poor
careet progression in sp-called women-centric jobs
fike togehing and mursing are some af the rensong
attributed to this deeline. It has further set them
back In the [abour morkelwith more woman (palng
jobn than men: Further, due to the loss of jabs
many familiss are unzbile to afford child care 2nd
the respondlbllity of caring far Infants and schoal
children, whe have been Tocked up 3t hame and
require supervising, has disproportionately fallen
on women forclng many of them to quit full-time
jebs across the spectrum, MGNREGS, s |labour
demand-ticlyen programime, provides 100 days of
paid labour en public works projects per vear, The
few pold, farmal jobd swailable, besides MGNREGS,
tend to gota men and women with degress, leaving
women educated till the secondary school level
I limbo. Thus, the lack of formal jubs, coupled
with the shrinking avaltobifity of apricultural work,
hins teel to @ dechineIn the number of warmen |n
the rutal workfpree. Therafore, womon need
livellhoad options that are sustsinable and glve
them Hlexibility

Despite  the Increasing 'leminisation of
Indian agriculture, the contributian of wamen

to agricultural labour and subsidary agricultural
activities ke resring miloh-cattle, sheep, goar,
eie. remains unecknowledged nar ls she the face
of Indun farming. Therefare, we need 1o uncork
the productive potential of women by promoting
nat Just agri-labourers but agri-entreprensurs
with sustainable anterprises that glves them
coptrol avar their livelihoods, provides adequate
income, and guaiifies them for green finanés: In
the present scenario, solar farming as a thitd crop
would be ane af the best options. Since women
are: 4 large part of the agri-ecanomy, women
farmers should be encouraged to take It up Whers
linancial assistance i3 avallable and they cap =el)
the additional electricity to the grld to ABURment
their lncome. Likewiss, the battle sgainst plastic
wias Just half-won when the pandemic unleashed
mountaing of PPE kits, masks, sapitizar bottles
leaving oppoartunities for wamen 1o become
health entroprensurs. Banana fibrie based sanltary
napkins, masks, PPE kits, and garbage bags are a3
well, 3 suprise area, A large number of women
SHGS, already engaged in making masks, sanitary
pags, PRE Kits; cun be motivaied to use Banana
Flbre a5 o raw materdal. Thiz bladepradable,
enviranmant-fricndly product can extend them an
apportun ity to not pnly diversify thelr business and

i

s
@ Mangive fall In Dropout Rate af Schoal Girls
L

Sanitary Maphins asallable ar ¥1 through BOD3
Jan Auskaghi Kendraz

BEE

Provision of Caplitnl Pupishment In Halnous Cases

BO-B2% reducton in Triple Talag Casss within Tive Yaurs

product range but olso ls 5 sustainsbie
business with emerging demand.

Now; let Us pondir over the myrad
measures adopted by the Gevernment
el Indlac and  different banks  for
facllitating  sustsinahle wmployment
oppartunities for rursl wemen: Eor
BnLouraging women  farmers, the
Ministry of Agricultiure and Earmers’
Wellare hias directed the states 1o ingura
minimum 30 percent af expenditure on
waman farmess. These scheman inchyde
slipport 1o Stte Extension Programmes
Tor Extension Reforms, MNational Food
steurity Mission, National Mizssion on
Oilsead and O Palm, Natlonal Mission
on Sustainabile Agriculture, Sub- Pz
for Seed and Planting Materis], Sub-
Mission on Agricultursl Mechanizstion,
and Missionfor Integrated Developmant

Q@  Maremity Leavet intreased to 26 Weels

of l-!nrlj:_ulrure.
Comespondingly, the Ministry of
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Rural Development had started Mshils Kisan
sashaklikaran  Panyojana  [MESP), =  sub-
component ol Deendayal Aptyodaya Yojana
{Matlanal Rural Livelihood Missian) (DAY, —NRLM),
which. |2 under [mplementation since 2011
thraugh State Rural Livelihonds Mission as Project
implemantation Agencies, Under this, In order
to familiarise women with the fatest technigues
i agriculture and allind soctors, training s being
imparted 1o women which Intludes Support
1o State - Extenston Programemes: for Extension
Rpforms TATMA) under Sub-Mission an Agriculturs
Entension [SMAEY. Skl treining coursss in
sgriculture and allied aress [of minimum 200 haurs
dueation) throuph Matiosal Traimng Instiutes,
Statee Agricultural, Management and Estension
Trainlng [SAMETIs]. Krish| Vigyan Kendrsy (KVEl),
and State agricultural Universities (5AUsE across
the countiy, Since many Jan Ohan accaums ara
apaned (n the names of the women lor direct
transfer af maney from the government ta the
account holders, women farmers also get bonefits
uhder PV-EISAN scheme.

NABARD, the:apex hank for sgriculture and
rural development, right Ifom ks inception hss

and

In 2004-05 by NABARD was mainttreamed for the
banking system in 2006, ILGs are informal groups
af 4-10 members who are engaged in similar
ecanomic activities 2nd who are willing to jointly
undertake 1o repay the loans taken by them from
the banks: Apart from extending grant. support
for the farmation of ILGs, NARARD also |mparis
financlal support for awareness genaerstion
cipacity bullding of all - stakeholdors
under the scheme. Further, subieguent 1o an
announcemeant In the Union Budget 2011-17, &
:-L'h&ﬁ]h' Mr'pmmﬁﬁan and Hnancing of Wamen
self Halp Grougs [WSHGS] in assooiation with the
Gavernment of India Is heing Implemsnted oo
150 backward and Lefe-Wing Extremlsm (LWE]
affetted districts af the country since WMarch-April
3012 The seheme aims at uaturating the districts
with visble and seltsustainzble Wamen 5SHGs

by Invalving anchar sgencied wha shall promote

and fagilitata credit finkage of these groups with
banks, provide continugus handholding suppart.
enzble thelr journey to sustaimible Hveliboods and
alse take the reapensibility for loan repayments.
To facllitate implementation o the scheme, 3n
exclusive fund wie. "Women SHG Development

eontinued s rale as the fEellitator
and  mentor of micrafinance
inithatieed In fhe country with the
vision to focllitdte sostaingd arcess:
of financiz| services ta rural women
through  wariuus — microfisance
innovstions In o Ebst-affective
anel sustainablie manner, 5ell Help
Group-Bank  Linkage  program
(GHG-BLP), which started as a pllot
to link sround 500 Self Help Graups
ta the formal financial nstitutions
disring 1992-93 has now become
the lorgest miciafinance program I.'.".
in thee world with about 50 pere=ht i
ol Women Sell Help  Groups.
Today, mere than 112 jakh Self
Kelp Groups (e per NABARD
aAnnual  Report  2020-21)  bhave
been eperaiing across the lergth =
and breadih of the eguntry with
the alm to-empower fral women
eronomically a3 well as tocally,
similarly, firancing of Juint LizbilIty

| 026 Ferralon per 1000 Males: Hivtarical Change in Sex Rotio

@ 511 Smarpugs fad by Women with ot lusst | Fersale Diractar

8 15% of Commarcin Filoss n Indla sre Fermils
ﬁ. Mare Waomen Voted than Men in 201 % Baetons

ﬁ Wormen fnlnliu_.rn hanelling Impor@nt segnmentsin Gewt
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WOMEN

The Game=Chonger of
New [ndla

Groups (JLGs), introduced asa pllot L
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Fund® was sob up by the
Ministry of  Finance in
HABARD  with & stated
carpus af Ny 500 Crare Gront
support @ Rs 10,000/ par
tHG 1o the anchof AgEnCIn
v alLo the cost of publicity,
teaming. and other copacity-
Butkting Indrlitives are mef
oul ol this fund, Realitipng:
that rural eredit services
afte the most Important (ool
for  providing  sustainable
Iwetihbad for rural woman,
dll  the fegional  Rural
Benks have bean playing
a izl rale in supporting
them, HOFC Bank's
Parwvatian program works
towards malnstreaming
eLonomically and  socislly
challenged rural falks with
#:3pecial locus on wamen
across the pation through
5 Key Focus Armas: Hural

MABARD, the apex  bonk  for
cgticullure end rural development,
right fram Ity lncepilan hos cominyed
it rale ot the Faciliiator and mentar af
mlcraflnance initiatives in the eountry
with the vision to fadilltate witalned
occess of financial services 1o rural
wamen through vareus micrafinance
Innovations In a cost.effective and
sustainable  manner,  Self  Help
Graup-Bonk Linkage program [SHG-
BLP), which viarted as o pilet 1o link
around 300 Self Help Group: 1o 1he
fermal finanzial  institutions during
1792-93 hos now became the |argest
microfinancn program i the warld
with abeut 90 percent of Women
2alf Help Groups, Today, mare thon
112 lakh Selif Help Groups [as per
NABARD Annual Report 2020-21]
have beon aperating ocrown  the
length ond breadih of the cauntry.
with the aim te empawsr rural women
stonamically oz wel az woclially,

Caaparative Educitign
PIOgFAMMEs of Wamen are
alea being argamsed by
Matinnal Coupdogtiyg Unkam
of India |NCuly through the
RTALE cooperafive VOCiEL ey

Inaddificn, the BRoointment
ol a woman wisniian hay
lisien  mpyde mandatary |n
€ach af the 721 Krishi Vigyan
kendrat across the country
fimce 2016,  Aashiriys
Muhilia Kisan Diwas is being
colzbrated a4 well.

Thee Tlagship programmes
implementad by the
Government of Indla far the
wellare af rural women have
undeubtedly  contributed

10 improving their Jives
Schemes ke Pradhan
Martrl  MUDRA  Yolano,

Mahlla Shakll Kendrs, ete
strlve to empower sural

women with opportunities: far skill develogment
leadinz 1o emplayment.

Desired  Steps: to Generate  Sustainable
Livelihood for Rural Women?

Development, Fromotion of Education, Skill
Tralning and Livelihaed Enhancement, Heatheatn
and Hygiene, Flaancial Litaracy and Inclusion,

small Industries Developmen! Bink of 1ndia
[SIDE) alee undser its missian Swavalamban nas
tied wp with Lizha Internationat Uid (UILY) =or
ENCOU3EING women entreprensurship at the
villnge lovel by imparting sewl g and stitching skiltg
and repairing stitching machines a5 well, Earlier
in 2018, SINAI wlang with the Warld Bank ang UN
‘Women had launched asocial impazt bond calley
Womsn's Livellhood Bonds 1o hetp rural wemen in
India 4&t up or tcale up thelr ewi snterprises.

Given the womer's law lovil of lteracy snd
lowsr dccess to gommunication technologles:
goverrments  and  orpanksationd  resd 1o
disseminate \nformation |0 formats that are
accesiilile and undorstandalsle by them, d stribute
motile phanes 1o them, prlortise local radis with
targeted mest=ging for women, otc. The role df
Waomen Groups-socal, farming saving, amd alse
cammunity orgamisations 3 ska crudlibl kare. The
laucably steps taken by SHGs in Kerzls, Bihae,
Haryana, ‘Punlab, ete. for bringing pandemic
provention information 10 Chard-to-reach
communitine through postery, ltafiets. songs. and
videds In vernsculars, distributing sanitary pads,
aupplying the neceszaries need to be emulated by
olhers,

Mlong with thiz, changets |0 reporting
proformas have been made 1o malntain statistics
of benofits reaching women, A Natlonal Gendsr
Hesourse {entra in Agricuiture has devolopss o
women sequtisation module tabring about chanze
in the mindse! ond bihaiour of male programme
operators.  Linder  the  revised  Agriculiural
Techpology Management Agency [ATMA] schema
in 2014, a mandatary poshidn of 5 waman
coardinator in the raam of committed personned
kst also been crested m every siate. Regular

() =

Egually significant iz ensuring fomsls farmen’
AEZESS b0 Marsets And agricultural resourc=s, Let
us learn fram = womzn:izd econperativie-The Rural
Urkan Qevelaprment Intistive, which scaled up

Kuruhzhetz W Apnl 20322



procuremient ol sezsonal produca Trom amall and
mafgindl farmers and partnered with dellvery appd
for lBytamile debivory in uroan areas. Agricaliumal
sttmulies packages andd sulmidies mls  nclude
wpepilic tarpets Igr womon_ suzh 2y cash transfan
1o halp with the purchacse of seeds. fertilizers, and
faalyto grow food, Government and private secior
financral institirtmns 30wl up mechaniims Seh
25 credit lines with lower lnterear ates, oappnd
scceptable collaiaral sueh au Jowellery, Eropt, antd
ivostock! Intefest gayments have aleeady been
defprred

It is high time vhat the moasured (o privent
domestic viglence are implemanied 0 uimost
earnestiess. Governments st establish
appropeimte  safety nets and  Jund  wbman
prganisstions that provide protection against
domestle vielence. Desighating shellern 8%
pisential services, estabhishing Tres nelphnes and
oifer safe reparting mechanlima ant cutreach
centers, apd providing heslth and other wipparnt
services can be takEn up on war-foaling 1t s also
importent to nvest in women's leadersliip and
Empower them o garbcipate pngd contrioute (o

the deslgn of policy messures-to address future
[TIHES

Suctinctly 1peaking, ot we have adopted the
transformative Ststalnable Devitlopment Goalkasa
roafmap to nmore eguitabie, just, and sustainable
watld by 2030; to (uifil these goals, particularly
the goals g ending poverty and hunger, achisving
gender enuality and sustainablo ecopomic growth,
we muzl rpoggmse the continuam of women's
work (o include subslstence, care; and fvalinoods,
In fact, 1o make any scheme succezsful in
AMPOYETING Tural woren, 11 DELoma1 NeTcessary
that they particopata n largs numbers in the Gram
Cabhay amd volge thels preferennes and conceens
regarding the Implemantation ol government
schemes, meant tartheir weiface. Despite sesingan
imprgvement, there is a regarement to focus and
rrrake #lforts 1o inereite women's representatlon
it local Insuitutions and fovernance medhanisms
and Inclode them n dectsion-making within thelr
houzeholds and cammunitios:

T miost critlcs] [Meue thal nesds to be
nddresged B ominimising the gull  Betwoen
gwnership versus cantral of |and by addressing
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patrisrchal conventlons and
bhottizneths In Interpersonal
legislations 10 achlaue
economic equallty in gender, as
#lso puarantesd by the Indian
Constitutlon, under  Article
14, There should be g specizl

The  flogship programmes
Implemented by the Geovarnmeni
of India for the wallare of
rurcl women have: imdeoubtedly
contribited to Impraving their
lives. Schemes llke Pradhon
Maniri MUDEA Yolann, Mahila

pursue  ditferent nepis.
BENEALING activiticd Imll!slrn,g
I wocatianal  skilling,
Inltiatad L= itandard
OAWards, €an J4sure uptake
of rumal entrepreneurihip and

thrust on formatlon of Women  Shaktl  Kendras, ofc.  =srive ;-::m;:?:'::::llhj:afﬂw;m“
Farmes Producer Organisations 1o empower  tural  women e the above, :T; én:dml
[FROY, undar the Government Wwith  oppartunities  for akill  mp e el g
al India's 10,000 FPOs eeheme.  develapment leading tc o ENEIRE, Executa,

Enhancing participetion of =mployment.

and  Exit) for sell-refionce
and sustdnabllity can seole

woamen  farmers  in FPDs
and providing them the rght knowledge, tools,
snd market ecosystern linkapes ean recrodle
synirpistlc demand and supply conditions in
agricultursl soclvtics that ate sl practiclng
submstunce agriculture. leading 1o Lthe craation of
thelvine agricultual production clusers in = much
sharter thne frame. Desldes facilitating arcess 1o
resolirces; FPO membarship will make i easlor fos
women o register thamrelves in the acsl iand
records and wstahlish themselyes a2 farmers with
BECess and-cantrol over'locel resources, Wearnin
FPOs eould also form 2 parnfiel structure based an
the existing suciul network and positiane. in fact,
corrzcting Render irnbzlances muikt be central Lo
COVIL-29 motovery measuregs as well as fulure
pandemic preparedness, 1t 1 Wighly Imperative
to. Increase vocationsl eralning skl buiidlng,
and gntrepreneurship trainlng programs so that
iT-Entures greater particlpation ol women in the
tabour foree and provids them finuncid] security,
This will help rasp an equitable gender divideny
which is the-only way for India o guarantee peace,
prosparity, and the wall-being of it citizens.

COVID-19 Recovery: How to Rebulld Sustainable
Livelihoods?

Beyonad doubt, the commimity ownership
is the way to make rural communitios truly 4el-

Fafiant. One myst=tart by creating empowerad and
mintlivated communities to taks charge of village
developmaont, porticularly of the rurzl women
Hence, community desighed local  livelihood
programmes and  coffocrive offorts Tor their
Inplementation can be a big enzhlor for bringing
riral women together and oan, work wandaors,
Linking them to lormal firancing Institutions
und banks ean help them ‘get saty joans fo

these inlerventions, Engaping
deeply with the rural women ta understsnd
their real needs, empowering them through
variogt Instilul lans, and providing them technical
training and MNmanchdl literacy, before exscuting
the programs will allow for a kind of =xit strategy
whers v women are empawered fo take care of
thelr gwn llves. Lustly, the rursl women zlis nosd
o not anly assiodiate the wards of Angela Davis,
prafessar at University of Califomin but ubyo put
evety =fforl to transtate them Inte ruality;

“lamne Iungnr accepting the things | cannot
changs. | am cha ngINE the- things, | Ginmetacept™

(The guthor & Deputy Seneral Monager in
WABARD, Horyona Roeglonal Office, Chandigorh,
Viewss exprassed ore perzonel. Emall; manjulo
Jelpur@ gmail cam)

Sov

‘Hetl Bachao Bett

Padhao’ Scripting
SlICCeAs

F& For IPEL T £, Fiang Wedresn tral fien

It B i@k
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@ Gross wreclimes g of gids | brghes eciucmt s
inarreepd by 1B froom 2005 b 2000
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Financial Empowerment of Women

Visteren Stmrmig amd D Tasnesm O Khan

el empawermant of urel wewen it u priari for fhe oyerel davelopment of tho Indion soclety. Finendally empowered
tiat-n) wamen, are key 1o the swevess of Joeilies, communitios end nutivnal econumizs. i acint pears, he Govaroment ol
b b o mefor mpesus in his divectian ond the rosobts of it 2foris amvn heen orwholming.

ceording to UN Womer, the United
A Nations entity dedicated 1w gender

gquokity and the empowerment of

women, rural women are key azents
far achieving the tramslormational ecanamic,
anvironmyntal and soclal changes reguired lor
sustainable devzlopment. With this the agency
also highliphte that limned :arcets 1o eradil,
bealthcare and education ae ameong the many
thallenges rural woman, In severa! parts o the
world, face which-are further aggravated by Lhe
global food and ecohnomic crinas and <limale
change Henco, empowering rursl women is
¥ey nat only to the well-bemp af indivicuals,
farillies and rural eammsunilies, but sl o gverall
peanomin prodoetvity,

UN Women says that gender-equality Is not
orly & baste Muman right, but its 3chievemen(
hai ‘aformpos  pocic-gcenamic  ramificationa
Empowering wamen fueis thriving economies,
spurting productivity and - growth, Yet pendar
inequalities remaln desply entranthed In every
EOGIELY,

Today. women, In maost of the countries,
laek @ccezs Lo decont work and lage pooupational
gepreaation and gender wage gaps. They are
oo often deried accoss to basic education and
banlthoere, Ales, women (mall ports of the warld
suffer vinlgnee 2nd disceimingtion. Thiy an under-
represgated n politieal ang oconomic Gecisnn.
makiog processes

3
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In India, economical and social conditian
of Itz women population’ has been 2 matter of
concein since long tme, A per the Glokmal Gender
Gap Index Repprt 020 published by the Warld
tonomic Forum, India mnks 112 out of 153
zoyntries with 4 score of 0668 out of 1. Indla
rankiad 108 put ol 149 countries with a scare of
0,865 a1 por the Giobal Gender Gap Ind=s Report

2018, Thuy, India’s performance has margmally
improved fromn 00665 in 2018 te 0.668 (n 20620,

ilekal Gender Gap Index (GGG consins
af four dimenserms, namely, {I) economic
participation and opportunity (i) educstional
attainmant i) health and survival, and (i)
poiitical empowerment. Az pef the computational
mechanism of GGGRI, highest parformance score
on gach ol these four dimensions is 1. Accarding
to the GGG| Report 2020 India has scared 0.354
in esenomic particigation and opportunity, 0.962
in educstional attainment, 0.984 |pn health o
qurvival and §,411 in political empoweErment,

In an interaction with women associated
with vartous 32l Help Groups (SHGS) induly 2018,
Prime Minigter 3hel Marendra Modi had sald. "For
women smpowerment, linancal independancs
i necessary. ‘Women -ar@ enterprising; they
don't need to be taught, only need to be glven
apportunitizs 1o perferm.” in the same gregramme
Prime Minister alsa’ highlighted the importance
of emprmerment of cural woamen for $he holistic
progress of the Indion wciely, Ho sald that rural
wamen nave huge potentinl sod our country needs
to reallse thelr capabilties. He said, “Finangial
Indepénderce makas- 3 woman assertive-and
:@ampowered, inancially empowersd women are =
bulweark agangs societal sulls®

Based on the above principle, the Government
af Indla has beep running various schemes for the
rural wamen under s soverdl minbtres. Thewe
schemes and programmes have been oesigned o
hae y posllve Impatt o overall conditlon of our
rural wamen. Financial smpawerment hrough
financzd! Incluzion of rural women hai b2en one

of the slgnificant achicvements af Prime Minister
Jan Dhan Yojana (FMIDY), By Augud 2021, w=ven
vears since 15 inceplion, there are 43.04 crore
PMDY sccounts, PMIDY was announced by Prime
Minister Marepdra Modi in his Independence Day
address on 15 August 2014, While launching the

@)

programme on 28™ Aupust, the Prime Minlter
had describad the ocession ac 2 festival to
celebrate the liberation of the poor from & vicious
rycle. On the 7" Anniversary of PMIDY. Finence
Minister Smt, Mirmala Sltharaman had reitevated
the importence of this schemy for the finandal

inclusian of country's marginalisad sections,
imelidimg rursl women, She ssid, "The |pumney of

PMIDY led interventions undertdken over a short

span of seven years has in ufiect, produced bath

transtormatiopal 35 well as directiongl changes

thereby mabing the emerging Hinanchakinclusive.
ecosysten capahla of dellvering linancial sprvicas

ta the last persan ol the scciety-the poarest ol

Uhee povr. The underlying pifars of PRUIDY, namely,

Banking the linbanked, Securing the Unsecured

anc Funding the Uinlunded has made it poslble 1y

sdept muitl-stakeholders” collatigrative approach

while teveragicg technelogy for serving the

wmseryed and undsrserved sieas a5 wel”

0n the same cccasion Minister of Stsie for
Finance fir Bhagwat Earad dlse sod, “Pradhan
Mantrl tan Dhan Yalana (PMUDY) has baen ene of
the mast l=: reachidg (nitlatlves towords fimancial
innfugion nat only m Indlz: but 6 the Warld,
Finarclal inclusion ls ameng top-most priorities
of the govemment a3 1t 14 a0 epabler Tor inglusive
prowth, It provides an Svenue.te the poor for
bringing thelr savings Into the formal flnancial
3ystem, an sverie to remit maney to their families
baildes taking them awt ol the cutches of the
usurioun maney endars”

As par the governmant diita 55 percent lan.
[than account heldemn are wamen snd 57 percasnt
lan Bhan accounts are (n cwral and -zemi-urban
aread. For rutal women, this schemea han playet
o viery vitzl rote in Tacuring thelr Intarest durlng
COVID-I9 pandemi, Under PM Gerb Kalyan
Yojana, a total of A 2D.945 zrore have bHeen
creditéd i aceounts of women BMIDY secount
holdars during COVIE Techdewn. Within 10 days
of natigrwide lckdeniin more than about 20 crore
women PMIDY sccounts were credited with ex-
gratia.

Apart from this there are several other
schames currently running for the empowermant
of wamen, Womens and Chill Dayvelopmerit
Ministry, has sdopted a twoepronged strategy
i Monitoring the performance by engagement
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with publishing agency af GGG, namaly, Worid
Economlc Forum ([} tdemification of Refarm
Areas and Reform Actlon: v eqmsultation with
concarnad Minlstries snd Dapartmente.

Some major Inltlatlves taken by Government
ol India in this regard are:

1. Ben Etﬂ:fhu-n dat Padhao (0BBP) 10 Engure the
protection, survival and education of the zirl
child

2. Mahila Shakt Kendra (M5K) aims to empower.

rural wemen with epportunitias for skl
develppment and employmant,

3. Waorking Women Hostal {WWH) ensures the.

safety and securlty for warking women,

4. Scheme for Adolascent Girls 2ims To empower
giths In thee age group 13-18 and to Improve
their social status through nutrition, i gkifls,
name skills and vecatianal traming,

5. Mahlla: Palice Valumtieer [MI'Y] envisspes
angagement of Mahilz Police Volonteers in
States/UTs who 36t as a link belwéen po'lce
and communlty “and facilitstes women  in
fistress

& Rzshirhya Mahils £osh (RME) is o 2pey micro-
finance organimation that provides micro-
eredit at concessional Lerma Lo poor wornep
for warious llvsliheod and ingome generanng
activitics.

7. The Natinmal Triche Scheme ensures that
women take up gainful employment throuph
providing a- =afe, secure and somuEting
environment to the childe=n,

g Pradhdn Mantrl Metru Vandna Ye[ana aims
o provide maternity bensht to pregnant A
lactating mathen.

5. Pradnan Maptri Awaas Yojana iims to provide

Wuesing under the name of the wamzn alto.

Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yajana (FMEVY)

airms 1e enable 2 large numbir of 1adien youth

including women to take up industry-relevant
kil tralning i securlng @ Hetter livelihoad,

11, Deen Dayal Upsdhyay Naedoaal  Urpan
Livelihoods - Mission {(DAY-NULM])  [ocusss

gn creating  eppoarunives for women  n
skill development, leading ta market-based

Employmeant,

10.
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12 Pradhan’ Mant:l Ufjwala Yojana - empoivers
wnman and protects thoir health by providing
LPG eyfinder free af cost,

13. Sukanya Samriddhl Yalma{S5Y] wheme has
-empowerad  many zitls  econamically. by
operting their bank accounts,

14, Skill Upgradation and Mahild Coir Yojna 13
an exclusive training programme of MSME
whrmed skl development of women Friisany
engaged (n colr irdustry.

15 firime Minigter’s Emoloyment  Ganeration

progrsmme (PMEGP] 1Y 2 major credit- linkad
subsidy programme- aimed @t gEnefanting

self-amployment  opportunities  threugh
eqtablishment of micro.enterprises o tho non-
farm iectar.

16, Famale Entrepréneurship: To promate female
entreprensuribip,  the  Eovernment has
Initinted Programmes like Stand-Un |hdla s
pahild a-Haat [onfine marketing platform 1o
syppoTl WEmen entrepreneurs/ SHGNGD:),
Entreprerurship  =nd Skl Do prsent
Progeamme (ESE0P). Pradhon Mantrl huldrz
Yajand (FMMY] providesaccess 1o [nstitutlana
fnznce o micro and gmall Businelsas.

Lkewlse saveral steps -Snd intiatives have
been taken up in schoo. education sysiem suth &5
Natiaral Cutrirulum Framewsnrk (NCF) 2005 and
Hagshlp orogrammes HieSamagrs Shiksha and the
subsoguent Right to Education Act (RIE), Kasturba
Gondrl Baliks Vidyalayas [KGAVS) have been
apened n Educatlonally Bsekward Blocks (EEBs].

Kahvs, undar Samagra Shiksra, now provide
aczess wnd quality education to girls=in Lthe age
group of 1018 years aspiring:to gtutly |n Classes
Vi 1o, Kll; belonging to 5C, 5V, QBL, WHnorty
eommminities and BPL lamilles to ensure smpath
trpasttivn of glds from:elemantary Lo jecondary
mmd up to cfass Xl wheraver possible. KGBYS
pravide the fazility to have wileast ane resldantial
sehonl for glels from Classes VXNl in evry
ERB. Gender sersjtisstion i alze done which
includes gepder sensitisation Module - part af in-
seryice tralning constructian of tolleis lor girls,
constructlon of residential guarters for femals

teachery and curriculum reforms.

Mare £o, to bring women In the majnstream
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ol politicdl lendership a1 the praswrools lorwie],
povernment boy roserved 33 percont of the seats
I Panthayiatl Aaf maututions (PRIS) (or womdan,
Clause (3] of Article 2430 of the Constitution
ensures  partlcipation ol women In PRI by
mandating not fess than ongthird reservalion
for wormet aut of tatal smber of sests to b
ied by direct eloction and number of alflces of
chirporsons of Fanghayabs, A per the information
provided by the Rursl Developmant and Fapchayati
Ra| Ministry i Seplember 2020, 20 stites nomely
Andhen Prodesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhottisgarh,
Gujarat, Wimachal Peadesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka,
Horala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharathira, Odlsha,
Putijab, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamll Mady, Telangans,
Tripurn, Uttarnkhond and Wast Beagal have meade
provisions of 50 percent reservatiop for women

in Panchayat| Aal Institutiens In thelr respect|ve
Stote Panchayat! faj Acts.

Also, gender Budpet hat boen made 2 part
of Union Budget of India since 2005 that-enizlls
fund allbcation towards programmesfschemes
diedicaled 1o women, Through this etiort the
Government J2: pontinuodely  promaoting  gender
prarityfeduitity with # foces on alleyviating pender
gap in all sectors snd &t all tevels of pavermance
A5 per the Gender Budget Stntament, Gownrnmant
his carmarked Re 153 22628 Crars for FY 2021-
23 to be dssd by the Mirlstries towards schemes)
programmes aimed at reducing gendar gan in all
sspects of sorial, economic ond politicai life.

Likewlee, Minlster of Stete {independent
Charge) lor Micro, Small und Med|uim Enlerprises.
Giriraj Singh, infermed while replying o a guastion
in Lok Sabhw on 11 Felwrary 3019 that his mintstry,
through Khadi and Village Indystries Commispion
{BVIC), is implementing-a numbear of schemas for
rural soimmen so as to Improve thelr social and

‘geanomic conditions; Incliding thase living below
the povarty line,

The MSME Minjstry through the Prime
Minister’s Employment Lepsration Programme
(PMEGPL, » mapor creditinked subsidy schems
since. 2006-09, s setting up micro enterprises
lo genergie employment in rosal snd urban
areas ol the Eowntry. The maximum coct of the
project under PMEGP scheme (s Rs. 25 |akh for
manufacturlng sector units and As, 10 lakh for unlts
under servlee secton Under the scheme, worien

)

uhtrepreneurs are covered under spediat category
and are ontitied 1o 25 percent and 35 parcont
sithaldles tor the project sot up'|n wrban and surml
‘Areas respoctively, For women buneficiaries, own
contribution Is only & pefcent of the projed) cost
while for ganeral eategory It 19 10 percent. About
30 porcent projects hove bann selup !n',r WO
out of tatal projects set up under PMEGP. Since Jts
inception Ll January 2019, women enlrpranetrs
have s=tup 1,38, 916 projects.

The minlstey of MSME, through  KVIC,
|mplemints schemes under k65 Khadl Programme
with the support of 34 StatesfUTs Khad) and
Viliage. Industri=s Beards (RVEs), and 2,516
Khadl Institutions, These schemes are providing
employment Lo 4,65 lakh peaple [curnulotive)
oul of which mire than 80 percanl arcisans are
wamen. Durmg 2016-17F, 14,768 projials wers sst
up by women antrepreneurs and Margin Maney
AMMY of Ra. 3894915 lhkh wers disbursed
During 2017-18 the number of projecis set up by
women entregrensurs was 15669 with MM of
Ré. 4635586 lakh, Tho MSME Mintstry's Vilioge
Industrizz Programime, Missian Solar Charkha,
Knadl Refarm and Oevelapment Programme,
Schemi of Furd for Regenerstion of Traditions]
Indistries, Capacity Bullding through trainicp
programmes  and Hesearch and Dewlopment
(AD) for stepping up productivity have helped
WOEMET EnLISprengurs.

It conclusion, the economiz empowerment
of ruml woamen = 3 priorl Tor the awerzll
development of the Intisn saclety, Financially
mmnwnm:l Futal worien, are key 1o the success
af families, communities and natlongl ceonomies,
In recent years, the government of India has glven
mi|or (mpetis in this direction and the results of
= offorts hove botn unprocédanted.

Cata Source

Witps:f/plb.govln/PressfelpasePape
aipx?PRID=1707475

https:/fplb gaviin/Pressreleaseshars..
apr?PAID=1563412

(The authors mre: joureoliit ohd  Assiztont
Frofessor in Loyd Low Coflege: Views expressed
are pessongl, Email: tosneemkhan2204@gmad,
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